Our Father’s Lutheran Church

August 30, 2026
14th Sunday after Pentecost



WELCOME TO OFLC!

We are pleased that you decided to join us in worship this morning. We hope you’ll feel at
home here, and God’s presence! We have a few helpful notes for you on the service to do that:

All hymns are in the red hymnal in the pew in front of you, or under your pew seat. You can
find them using the number next to the hymn in the order of service.

The bold text indicates parts of the service where the whole congregation is invited to speak
together.

Communion is celebrated at the front of the sanctuary at the communion rail. All are welcome
to receive God’s gift of grace, without exception. Those who do not wish to receive
communion may come forward for a blessing. If you wish to receive communion, but not at the
rail, please let the service coordinator know and they will assist you!

Offering is not required to be with us in worship today, but we greatly appreciate any
contribution you wish to make!

Here at OFLC, we don’t have pre-scheduled worship assistants. We allow folks to help out as

the Spirit leads them, and that includes visitors as well! If you’d like to take part in worship,
please see a service coordinator before the service and they’ll be happy to involve you!

Acknowledgements: All copies of music are from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal, downloaded from www.sundaysandseasons.com, and
authorized for use via copyright license.

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Here | Am to Worship
(Please stand as able)

Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see.
Beauty that made this heart adore you, HOPE of a life spent with You.

So, here | am to worship, here | am to bow down, here | am to say that You're my God.
You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.

King of all days, oh so highly exalted, glorious in Heaven above.
Humbly you came to the earth you created, all for love's sake became poor.

So, here | am to worship, here | am to bow down, here | am to say that You're my God.
You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.

And I'll never know how much it cost, to see my sin upon that cross,
And I'l never know how much it cost, to see my sin upon that cross.

So, here | am to worship, here | am to bow down, here | am to say that You're my God.
You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.

Wonderful to me.

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the
world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength
to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

P -God, bless this school year, this new season,

ALL - this chance to discover the world anew.

We sense the anticipation of something about to happen,
of all our preparation and worry and excitement

for new friendships and challenges and opportunities.

P - God, bless these backpacks,

ALL - these symbols of fresh beginning.

And bless every kid who carries their heavy load,

as all the new questions rise up in their hearts and minds.

P - God, bless this new environment and everyone in it.

ALL - The teachers and professors who ready their classrooms,
creating opportunities for learning and belonging.

The administrators and staff as they stretch hearts and minds,
and feel their own stretching too.

The parents and caregivers who carry the weight

of loving, protecting, and raising these kids.

P -God, bless all who begin this journey of a new year,

ALL - With every step they take, may they feel your presence
and hear you say, “l love you. | am with you. You are loved.”
Each and every one.

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 15:15-21 Pg 626
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ROMANS 12:9-21 Pg 922
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand as able) #174



GOSPEL MATTHEW 16:21-28 Pg 798
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me #798
(Please stand as able)

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Assistant: Let us pray for the world, creation, and all people.

L: God of grace C: Receive our prayer
Worship Assistant: We now pray for all those we care about. Let us name them now.
People may offer prayers aloud or silently at this time.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus
Christ, who is our comfort, our peace, and our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P. The peace of Christ be with you always.
C. And also with you.



GATHERING OF OFFERINGS

During this time, if you wish to make a contribution to today’s offering, you may do so by
placing it in the offering plate. Service coordinators will collect the offering and bring to the
front at the conclusion of the song. Electronic giving options: Simply Giving or Breeze.
(Contact the church office for more information.)

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (PLEASE RISE AS YOU ARE ABLE)

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an
offering.

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, we are an
offering.

Let us pray,

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: ourselves, our time and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING PG 144

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

All are welcome to God'’s Table, without exception! We believe that when we gather together
at the communion rail, Christ comes to be among us in the bread and wine. We experience
God'’s grace together in a very real and powerful way that strengthens us for life’s journey! If
you do not wish to receive communion, or if you feel your child is not yet ready to receive
communion, you are welcome to come to the communion rail to receive a blessing. If you are
unable to come to the communion rail and would like to receive communion, please let a
communion assistant know and communion will be brought to you.



LAMB OF GOD #195
COMMUNION HYMN The King of Love My Shepherd Is #502
COMMUNION BLESSING

COMMUNION PRAYER

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN Lift High the Cross #660
(Please stand as able)

SENDING Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

AN

RALLY SUNDAY

Join us Sunday, September 20 for our first
day of Sunday School as well as OFLC
tables of events and church information.

SAVE THE DATES:

Sunday, September 20 - After Worship, join us for breakfast and a presentation on Artificial Intelligence from
Erik Peterson, Director of Al and Innovation, Center for Analytics, United States Department of State. Erik
will give us some basics, show us where we're already using A.l., and give us a sense of what the future of A.I.
might be. He'll also talk about some of the ways the State Department uses Artificial Intelligence.

Sunday, September 27 - Guest music during worship! Worship will be led by "Fret Not," a collection of
churchy types who let Pr. Dana play bass with them. Afterwards, stay for breakfast and a short concert from
Fret Not. It'll be a fun morning!



AUGUST 30 - SEPTMBER 6

Sunday
Worship - 9 am
Blessing of the Backpacks during Worship
Monday
Office hours 11 am-2 pm
Staff Planning Meeting - 2 pm
Old Den & Young Den - 6 pm (Education Room)
AA Meeting 7-8 pm (Conference Room)
BAS Troop 3490 - 7 pm

Tuesday
WCoffee & Conversation - 1:30 pm (Fellowship Hall)
PD@ThePub - 4:30-6:00 pm Billy’s in Rockford
Girl Scout Troop 18757 - 6 pm (Education Room)
Wednesday
Bible Study - 10 am (Fellowship Hall)
Office hours 1 - 4 pm
Bell Choir Practice - 5:30 pm
Choir Practice - 6:30 pm
Thursday
Girl Scout Troop 18997 - 6 pm (Education Room)
Friday
Office hours 11 am-2 pm
Twin Hearts Meditation 6 pm (Prayer Room)

= }K‘/ Saturday J\ &
/ ‘.- Men’s Group - 7:30 am ,! _
/:J My Sunday 1 ‘\:.
Worship - 9 am

Don’t forget ... Registration for PATHFINDERS YOUTH (was Engage & Confirm)
and Sunday School is now open. Sign up today and share the news!

Bell Choir and Choir practice begins this week. Join us!



