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GATHERING 

WELCOME & INSTRUCTIONS 

Centering Prayer  

Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you.  Give us a share of your 
Spirit and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 

 

Confession & Forgiveness     

 
Worship Assistant:  It is written, “We know that the whole creation has been groaning together in 
pains of childbirth until the present time.  Not only that, but we ourselves groan inwardly as we wait…” 
We lift up those events this week that are in need of your justice, redemption, and peace:  
 
Worship Assistant: [Specific requests are read aloud at this time] 
 
Pastor: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live 
for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 
thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.  
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins.  Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us and gives us the power to proclaim the mighty acts of the 
one who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all of your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Children’s Message 



SONG  

 
WORD  

Psalm 19:7-14 (Read responsively; Worship Leader will provide instruction) 
7 The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives 

wisdom to the simple. 
8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the LORD is clear and 

gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous 

altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in 

the comb.   
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 Who can detect one’s own offenses?  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; then shall I 

be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my 

strength and my redeemer. 



L: The Word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL   MARK 9:38-50 
 
L: The Gospel, according to Mark.  A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

38”Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because 
he was not one of us.”  39”Do not stop him” Jesus said. “No one who does a miracle in my name can in 
the next moment say anything bad about me, 40for whoever is not against us is for us.  41I tell you the 
truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not 
lose his reward.  42And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 
better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck.  43If your hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off.  44It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into 
hell, where the fire never goes out.  45And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off.  46It is better for you 
to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell.  47And if your eye causes you to sin, 
pluck it out.  It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be 
thrown into hell, 48where ‘their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.’  49Everyone will be 
salted with fire.  50Salt is good but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again?  Have salt 
in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” 
 
L: This is the gospel of our Lord.  A: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY/GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
Not with us in person:  There are 3 ways to give remotely:  Simply Giving, Breeze or Mailing your offering check to OFLC, 
3903 Gilbert Ave SE, Rockford, MN 55373. 

 

 



 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

It is written, “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know how we ought to 
pray, but the Spirit themself intercedes for us with groans too deep for words.  And the One who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 
to the will of God.”   
 
Let us lift up our prayers for the world, all of creation, and all people according to their need. 
 
Worship Assistant: [reads aloud requests made by people this week] 
 
Pastor: Lord, you search us and know us.  May our prayers rise to you so that we and all people may 
live, assured of your promises.  Amen. 

  THE MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L: The Lord by with you. 
A: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
A: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
A: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are 
yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
At OFLC, we practice an open table.  What that means is all are welcome to participate in receiving communion, for it is the 
Lord's Table, and the grace given through these communion elements is given freely by God.  In this time of COVID, we are using 
prepackaged communion elements.  The Pastor will give instructions as we observe the Sacrament safely.  If you did not pick up 
a communion kit or need assistance with yours, please raise your hand when directed by the Pastor and one of our Worship 
Coordinators will assist you. 

 

SONG  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

L: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God!   


