
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT – LOVE     DECEMBER 6, 2020 

 

 

 

    

GATHERING     

 

 

WELCOME & INSTRUCTIONS 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 

Today we light the second candle of Advent – the candle of LOVE. 

 

Centering Prayer (Norie Chandler Siers) 

 

As we light the candle of Love we hear the voice of John the Baptist say “Prepare the way”. 

Preparations are on our minds as we anticipate the coming of the Christ Child. John suggests that we 

prepare our hearts by looking inward at all the things like resentments or grudges that might be 

blocking Jesus’s entrance into our hearts.  Let’s exchange those resentments for mercy. Mercy for 

ourselves and mercy for others and unwrap hearts so they are wide open to the wonderful graces that 

Christmas can bring.  Come Lord Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SONG PROCESSION   

 

 

EVENING HYMN (VERSES 1 AND 2) – HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 

 

 

   



 
Old Testament Reading  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

You showed favor to your land, O LORD; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.  You forgave the 
iniquity of your people and covered all their sins.  I will listen to what God the Lord will say; he 
promises peace to his people, his saints – but let them not return to folly.  Surely his salvation is near 
those who fear him that his glory may dwell in our land.  Love and faithfulness meet together; 
righteousness and peace kiss each other.  Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and 
righteousness looks down from heaven.  The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will 
yield its harvest.  Righteousness goes from him and prepares the way for his steps. 

 

 

Confession & Forgiveness     

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have 
sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  As we confess these things to you, God, we see even more how incredible your love 
truly is.  Your love is far greater, wider and deeper than our love could ever be.  It was out of 
that love that you sent your Son, Jesus to save us from all of our sin.  For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all of your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

THE WORD  

 

 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY   MARK 1:1-8 

The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  It is written in Isaiah the prophet:  “I will 
send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way – a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare 
the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.”  And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  The whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem went out to him.  Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  
John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey.  And this was his message:  “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” 

 
 MESSAGE 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 



 
PRAYER CANTICLE: PSALM 141 - HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER  
(Refrain, v1 and refrain) 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER 
 
  THE MEAL 

COMMUNION 

At OFLC, we practice an open table.  What that means is all are welcome to participate in receiving communion, for it is 
the Lord's Table, and the grace given through these communion elements is given freely by God.  In this time of COVID, 
we are using prepackaged communion elements.  The Pastor will give instructions as we observe the Sacrament 
safely.  If you did not pick up a communion kit or need assistance with yours, please raise your hand when directed by 
the Pastor and one of our Worship Coordinators will assist you. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

WE JOIN TOGETHER IN THE WORDS THAT JESUS TAUGHT US IN THE LORD’S PRAYER… 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are 
yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING & SENDING 

The Lord bless and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!  

 

 

Let us share the peace (from a distance) as we depart 

 


