
   

   

 

Living Christ’s Love, we invite all to worship, learn, disciple and serve 

Greetings family in Christ! 

It’s that time of year when I’m starting to feel the tug of       
familiar routines – getting kids ready for school, paring down 
the food at our camper up north, and deciding (realistically) 
which outdoor projects I’ll actually be able to finish before the 
snow flies. 

As you think about returning to familiar routines this fall, I 
hope you’ll join me and make coming to church one of them! 
All the stress and uncertainty of the past 18 months has really 
helped me see how much I need our faith community, even if I 
have to wear a mask and stand a bit away from you. 

1 John 1:7 tells us “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us all from sin.” 

Please join me in the light so we can enjoy fellowship and be 
cleansed from sin together! 

Peace, 

Pam Hoekstra 

September 2021 

Join me in Worship 

Our Fathers Lutheran Church 

3903 Gilbert Ave SE Rockford, MN 55373 

Ourfatherschurch.org                  office@ourfatherschurch.org 

763-477-6300 

By Pam Hoekstra 
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God is at work in our Lives 

 Can you believe September will mark 11 months that I have been partnered with you in ministry? 

That said, there are probably quite a few of you who are still thinking, “we have a new pastor?” While it’s 

been 11 months, it certainly has not been normal by any stretch of the imagination. There are things as a 

pastor I thought I’d never have to do. Yet there are things since I’ve returned to parish ministry that have 

not changed, and I have found great joy in.  

 One of those things is the amazing, yet very subtle ways that God is at work in our lives. I think 

that is probably the greatest gift, and greatest joy I’ve received this past year. However, those                

experiences of God are not God giving me what I want, meeting my needs, or making my life happier. I 

would say, in fact, my experiences with God have weighed on my mind and heart. Yet this is the God I 

have come to draw strength from, and the Jesus who inspires me and honestly, that I choose to love    

daily.  

 One of the things I have discovered is that God and the gospel of Jesus Christ is indeed good news 

for us, that brings us exactly what we need. However, that gospel is not what we expect nor does it often 

provide us with what we want. That has been so true this past 11 months, but in that time, in the       

struggles, decisions, dreaming, concerns, and frustrations I have been met time and time again by God in 

Christ who draws me closer in every way. With you, the daily commitment and struggle to be Christ’s 

community, putting others before ourselves, being committed to the call to service, my experience with 

God has grown much, and for that I am so very thankful!  

 

By Pastor Fuller 
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Engage & Confirm Wednesday Nights  

6:00-7:00pm Starting 9/29/21 with kick off night.  

Parents are welcome to join us at kick off night to learn about all the new things happening this year, at 

Engage & Confirm!  

Our 21/22 schedule is still in the works. We will get it out to everyone as soon as we can.  

Grades 5th-9th are welcome to join us Wednesday nights at OFLC. We will begin each night meeting in 

the fellowship hall.  

10th Grade will be meeting with Pastor Aaron before Confirmation Sunday  

We ask that you please register your child so we have all the materials we will need for each class.     

[5th-10th]   https://oflc.breezechms.com/form/127ccc6280 

Find more information on OFLC Website—under Ministries—Engage & Confirm 

 By: Tiffany Distad 

Sunday School returns this fall on September 12th!  

We invite all children ages 3 through 4th grade to join us. Children will begin worship with their parents, 
then be dismissed to Sunday School after the Children’s Sermon.  

We’d love to see you there! Register using the link below:  

https://oflc.breezechms.com/form/127ccc64 

Link and info can also be found on OFLC website - Under Ministries - Sunday School 

Sunday School  

 By: Lindsey Bervig 

https://oflc.breezechms.com/form/127ccc6280
https://oflc.breezechms.com/form/127ccc64
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Discovery on Adventure Island VBS was a big success! Held on August 9-12, we had 25 kids participate 

in Large Assembly, Craft Stations, Science Stations, Recreation Stations, and Bible Story Stations. A 

fun time discovering God’s great light was had by all! Thank you to all the families who participated 

and especially to all of our adult and confirmation age volunteers. We are excited to continue the fun 

next summer! 

Thank you to the following  

VBS volunteers: 

  Dan Bervig 

  Allison Bervig 

  Shannon Sand 

  Tessa Birznieks 

  Julia Houghton 

  Tim Houghton 

  Rachel Reed 

  Janice Janos 

  Jackie Anderson 

  Bethany Kosfeld 

  Aida Lunderby 

DISCOVERY ON ADVENTURE ISLAND                              

A BIG SUCCESS!! By: Lindsey Bervig 
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You may be familiar with this dilemma: the Pastor or worship committee chair sends out an email 

asking you – or, guilting you – into signing up to be a reader, usher, or communion assistant in      

worship.  You think long and hard about what days to sign up and you think, “Don’t we have       

something going on most Sundays this week?  And, is that a commitment I can make right now, if at 

all?” 

You’re not alone.  These days, worship attendance is not as regularly planned as it once was,           

especially for families.  There is a lot going on these days!  However, as we head in to fall and return 

to a  semblance of normalcy, we will once again include others in taking part in worship.  However, 

we won’t be asking for you to sign up in advance.  On the day of worship, there will be bulletins 

marked “worship assistant” with highlighted sections for reading and for communion assistant.  If 

you’re willing to help out, pick up the bulletin and let Pastor Aaron know you’ll be helping.  The      

service coordinators will also be there to help out as well. 

 

Serving in worship doesn’t require perfection, just your willingness to participate!  If you’d like to 

learn more about how you can get involved with worship, please contact Pastor Aaron, Suzanne 

Otten (Service Coordinator), or Tammy Jarvi (Lay Minister for Music). 

By Pastor Aaron 

                   Worship Assistants –                                        

A New Approach to a Familiar Way to Serve 

Updates on Building and Grounds 

Building and grounds is working on getting power run for the nourishing hope truck . 

 Jessie Smith is going to inspect the stain glass window for leaks.  

Also getting quotes for upgrading lighting in the sanctuary with getting a light to shine on the 

stain glass window. Plus new lights for the alter to shine on the cross.  

The roof on the sanctuary will also be completed this fall.  

Painting of the sanctuary is also being looked at.  

By: John Gilb 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

By  Tammy Jarvi 

Music ministry isn’t about professional musicianship.  It is about sharing the gifts of music God has 

given you with the rest of us!  It may even mean God instilling in you the interest to learn something 

new through music.  There are many opportunities to share your gifts, learn and participate:  solo, 

ensemble, bell choir, worship, Sunday School, camps, workshops, concerts, etc.  The possibilities are 

endless – at any level of “skill”! 

    CHOIR/INSTRUMENTAL 

COVID concerns and restrictions continue to delay the start-up of choir.  Vocal and instrumental solo 

or duet opportunities are available for those interested in sharing your gifts during worship or the 

other opportunities listed above. 

 

     BELL CHOIR 

Bell choir meets every Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:30 pm.  We are in need of additional members 

(students and adults at any level) and would love to have you join us!   

 

Contact Tammy Jarvi at 763-732-8920 or email tjarvi@cbiz.com if you are interesting in any of our 
music ministry opportunities. 

about:blank
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Financial Report 

 By Amy Krcil 

The below financials reflect cash basis activity where actual cash received is compared to 
cash paid out for expenses. 

Contributions were lower than budget for the month. For the year, we continue to be       
behind our budget by $14k. 

Expenses were over budget for the month. This is mostly driven by $3k for our                
Benevolence payments to ELCA, Riverworks, and Love Inc. 

For the year, we continue to run in a deficit at $10k. Expenses are now on track with    
budget; therefore, the deficit is due to being behind on our giving. 

The cash balance for July 31, 2021 is $101,081. Designated cash did not change much year 
over year with Nourishing Hope and Ministry making up most of the balance. We continue 
to have a kitchen fund, seminary scholarship, social concerns, and technology as our other 
designated cash funds. 

Any questions can be directed to accounting@ourfatherschurch.org 
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Council Minutes 

By Chandler Drummond 

     Our Father’s Lutheran Church 
Agenda for Leadership Team Meeting 
August 17, 2021 
 
Devotion & Prayer – Amy K 
 
Attendees: Amy, Rick, Pam, Dan, Diane, Tiffany, Chandler, Pam 
 
Internal Ministries: 

Guest Speakers – “OFLC Comeback” 
Amy Blake Field & Sherry Meola 

What would it look like to welcome people in and “be church” 
Trying to give people good reasons to congregate; motivate people 
Looking to start with an outdoor service – Dates TBD; likely a bigger effort than just one Sunday. 
Need to create events that have the ability to make the circle bigger 

Pam suggested weekly updates in the Friday Faith feed 
Looking for Amy and Sherry to return to our next meeting on September 7th with information on 

next steps 
 
Administrative/Personnel: 

Pastoral update (attached) 
September NH drop needs a volunteer at the drop – More on the 7th 
More discussion needed around Covid 19 protocols – Tabled until next meeting 

Decision on Job Description 
Approve job description for “Coordinator of Internal Ministry & Administration” 

Approved by council 
 
Finance: 

Treasurer update 
Building mortgage 
Current balance of $350,000 

BankWest and Mission Investment Fund for the ELCA contacted for refinance options – financials 
requested and submitted 

BankWest has come back several options 
MIF has yet to respond 

Congregational vote is required – Needs to be completed by the end of September  
Decision to made at our meeting on the 7th; use the next two Sundays to send out the information 

and vote on the following 
      
          Continued.. 
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  Social concerns fund 

Use for support for Sarah Dahl 
Distribution of $200 to be passed along 
Currently $575 in a GoFundMe account  
$1000 in social concerns and $7987 in the seminary fund 

Vote taken to distribute $500 from the seminary fund; vote ap-
proved; will revisit in 6 months to review 

Support Montrose Community meal  
Pam to get more information for a vote during the next meeting 

Store damage/roof approved by insurance company 
Jesse Smith has been hired – Close to Home Construction 

Sanctuary roof reshingled; vent replacement; and possibly the stained-
glass window - leaking 

Timeline is this fall for completion 
$1000 deductible will need to be paid 
 
 
Other: 

Status update for Coordinator for Community Outreach position 
Tiffany and Angie Drummond in the process of interviewing – many good applicants 

have applied – interest is high 
Second interviews for 4 people to be scheduled 

Nourishing Hope update 
Request by NH to give better direction on information council would like to have access 

to 
Pam outlined financials and operating expenses as well as meeting notes 
Capital purchases/general expenditures from NH requested 

Recommendation to set a $ limit for purchases without approval to speed 
up decisions 

Some members on the NH board and committee are not members of OFLC 
Aaron made a motion to allow these people to proceed with current positions 

Proposed OFLC Employee Handbook review 
Personnel Committee formation requested 

Members of council may needed as a start with potential for adding additional members from the 
congregation – Tabled for the Sept meeting 

Fees for groups utilizing church space 
OFLC requests a donation for usage in the form of a deposit 

Suggested minimum of $10 per event or $50 annually 
Girl scouts request to have a shed or trailer on the OFLC property 

Preference is a trailer 

Council Minutes Finished 

Devotion Schedule: 
 September – Chandler 
 October – Brian 
 November – Shannon 
 December – Pam 
  

Upcoming council meeting      
schedule: 
        Sep 7, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Oct 5, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Nov 2, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Dec 7, 2021 07:00 PM 

Upcoming working session 
meeting schedule: 
        Sep 21, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Oct 19, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Nov 16, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Dec 21, 2021 07:00 PM 
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Do you enjoy sewing or quilting? Or would you like to learn? If so, we’ve got a group 
for you. The Quilting/Sewing Ministry generally meets on the third Monday and 
Wednesday of each month. This year we’ll start in October. We get together from 9 to 
11:30 AM, and using mostly donated fabric, we construct simple, usable quilts for the 
residents at Vinland Treatment Center. Vinland provides drug and alcohol addiction treat-
ment to those with cognitive impairment and brain injury. Residents are encouraged to 
choose a bed quilt to use during their time there, then to take that quilt with them when 
their rehab has ended. 

Our get-togethers will begin October 18 this fall. I’ll send a reminder as we near that 
date. If you’d like to be on the list, please email Gail at dgswan00@msn.com, and I’ll be 
sure to contact you early in October. 

We have need for people to cut squares, sew, 
and tie. If you’re not a quilter or sewer, but 
have your own handiwork project that needs 
some dedicated time, bring it along and just 
enjoy the conversation. 

Hope to see you in October! 

Sewing & Quilting Ministry 

By: Gail Swanson 



 11 

 11 

Senior Meals 

Senior Meals: Do you know of someone over the age 

of 60 who could benefit from this FREE meal           

delivery?  

Please share! We are also looking for Delivery      

Drivers!  

If interested in helping please contact                    

melissa@ourfatherschurch.org or call 763-477-6300  

Have you thought about          

volunteering with Nourishing-

HOPE or helping to deliver     

Senior Meals but don't know 

where to begin? 

Visit our website 

at www.ourfatherschurch.org     

for descriptions of activities and 

links to sign up. 
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Meals on Wheels & Blood Drive 

By: Jim Lupino 

I cannot say enough good regarding Meals on Wheels..  Catholic Charities provides these meals at a re-

duced price to anyone who needs them, the elderly, infirm seniors of our community. 

These meals are picked up in the Delano Senior Center at approximately 11 am daily and driven to the 

homes to be delivered.  They are packed in thermal bags to keep them hot or cold.  A list is provided 

with directions and special instructions to the person receiving them.  I have had the list modified so 

delivery is made in a “route” style so no time is wasted by redundant driving around. 

The entire route, once learned can be delivered in approximately 45 minutes.  The brief encounter with 

the recipients is a priceless event.  Most seniors are so thankful for the service, the smiles on their faces 

reflect their love and appreciation.   

I would encourage anyone who has an hour to drive to Delano and partake in this generous charity of 

serving to try it.  It’s a wonderful way to serve our 

seniors and be God’s Blessing.   

We had a very successful month in July and we will 

serve again in October.  An announcement will be 

made.  There will be an online sign up for the month 

of October, the sign up can be found here:  https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4EACA928ABF49-

meals 

 troubles finding it, it can also be found on OFLC web-

site under serve and then Senior Meals.  We serve 

every three months along with Presbyterian Church 

and the Cross Lutheran Church.  In January, we are 

asked to help with Presbyterian Church during inclem-

ent weather if necessary.   

I would like to thank at this time the wonderful team I 

have that makes this all possible.  You are the warri-

ors I can have faith and trust in. 

Peace to all of you, In Christ, Jim Lupino 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4EACA928ABF49-meals
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4EACA928ABF49-meals
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4EACA928ABF49-meals
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Sarah Dahl Seminary Sponsorship  

The Care Team spoke at Sunday Service on July 25th to share an update on 

how Sarah Dahl and her family are doing during her seminary, which began 

in June. This will be a busy, challenging season for the Dahl Family as Erik 

takes on many of the parenting duties while Sarah is away.  

As OFLC congregational members have done before, we are called to help 

and serve where we can on an emotional and financial level and many have 

asked how they can support the Dahl Family. Below are some ideas that 

would be most helpful for Sarah and her family during this time. Choose one 

way to support her family or choose all options. The Dahl Family have been 

wonderful members of the OFLC Congregation for years. Let's show them support and love during this  

important chapter in their life. 

1) Provide monetary support through the Go Fund Me link:  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-sarah-dahl-during-her-seminary 

2) Congregation can commit to sponsoring her through offering by making checks out to Sarah Dahl or 

through Simply Giving under the Sarah Dahl Seminary Sponsorship 

3) PRAY 

4) Sign-Up Genius to drop off a care package at her home to help support Sarah, Erik, Mary, and Grace. 

Hand write a nice note of encouragement for added support. The sign-up website offers up some ideas for 

a care package including Costco Gift Cards, Gas Gift Cards, and ideas for the girls.  

Here is the Sign-Up Genius Link: Dahl Family Seminary Support 

*We will also provide a sign-up in the fellowship hall if Sign-Up Genius is not your preference. 

If you have any questions in regards to helping the Dahl Family, please reach out to Shannon Sand via 

email at: shannonmsand@yahoo.com 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-sarah-dahl-during-her-seminary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0844a9ae23a7f94-dahl
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WORSHIP  

Sunday’s 9:00am    

Office Hours: By appointment   Please call. 

Phone: 763-477-6300 

Website: www.ourfatherschurch.org 

 

Staff Contacts: 

Pastor Aaron Fuller:    pastoraaron@ourfatherschurch.org 

Office Admin: Melissa Ungaro        Melissa@ourfatherschurch.org 

Community Connector:  

Music/Bell Choir Director: Tammy Jarvi             tjarvi@charter.net 

 

Council Members: 

Tiffany Distad, Diane Dorrel, Chandler Drummond, Pam Hoekstra, 

Amy Jacobson, Amy Krcil, Shannon Hunter, Dan Schiller, Brian 

Walton 

Executive Team Members: 

Rick Fuglie, Chandler Drummond, Aaron Fuller, Pam Hoekstra, 

Amy Krcil 

Prayer Requests:  

Do you have a prayer concern? Contact: Shirley Bolstad, pbolstad@aol.com 

Would a palm cross or prayer shawl comfort you or a family member?  

Contact: melissa@Ourfatherschurch.org 

 

Newsletter Deadline: 

Deadline for articles, photos or  announcements is the 15th of each month.                                               

Send to:  

Melissa@ourfatherschurch.org 

Information 

We are in Person 
In the sanctuary @ 9am 
 
We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at:  

https://www.ourfatherschurch.org/ 

 

We’re on YouTube! 

Watch from the comfort of  home.  
Visit us at:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCePt4KWmjvq1M7vPbIjUfeA?
view_as=subscriber 

 

Don’t forget to subscribe and like! 


