
Gather & Serve PAGE 01

Apathet ic,  but  intend to return 
Sel f -suf f ic ient  wi thout church (busy elsewhere) 
I  don’ t  belong here – undeserving  
Sol i tary Chr ist ian –   ant i - inst i tut ional  
Problem with worship -  cold,  ster i le,  bor ing 
Work schedule on weekends, youth in part icular 
Seeking meaning– haven’ t  found i t  yet  
Congregat ion not emphasiz ing personal  re lat ionship
with Chr ist  
Congregat ion provides and expects too l i t t le 

I  took my pooch, Hunter,  on a camping tr ip one summer,
and on the way I  stopped for gas. Hunter jumped out of
the car and started running toward the gas stat ion door.
I ’m not sure i f  he wanted lot tery t ickets or a can of  soda,
or i f  he had any idea where he was going. I  shouted
rather forceful ly – “Get back here,”  and to my surpr ise he
obeyed and came trot t ing back to the car.  
I  wish i t  were that easy to regain church members who
leave the f lock,  e i ther suddenly or gradual ly.  Why do
people leave a congregat ion?   Studies have been
conducted over the years,  and dozens of  reasons have
been ment ioned by those who were surveyed. One study
l isted the fol lowing: 

Rank           Reason for Inact iv i ty in Church

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

Cont inue in next page.. . .
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LOVE INC Opportunity 
Love INC provides a program called FRESH START. Fresh Start is a series of 12
weekly classes in a safe and encouraging atmosphere. It is designed to help
participants learn new skills, set goals and reduce stress in their home to realize
lasting changes to end patterns and cycles of poverty. Subjects include affirming
potential, faith and finances, parenting, boundaries, and more.   
  
Our Father's has partnered with Love INC to provide a meal to participants in the
program. Our scheduled date is Monday, November 13th. There will be a Sign-up
Genius sent out for some of the food needs. If this is something you would be able
to help with, please consider a food donation. Food items should be brought to
church by Sunday, November 12. Please label Fresh Start. Thank you. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG

One look at  the above l is t  te l ls  you i t ’s  not  a s imple matter of  inact ive fo lks being lazy or
the Church being always at  faul t .   A mult i tude of  reasons exist :   anger,  boredom, shame,
unbel ief ,  re ject ion,  apathy….  And  many people leave gradual ly,  so gradual ly that  they
and we in the church don’ t  see i t  in t ime to take act ion.  Inter ims are t imes when some
people tend to be absent f rom worship.  

The responsibi l i ty  for  intervening in someone’s departure f rom the church is two-fold.   
First ,  as members you need to be sel f -aware.   I f  you haven’ t  at tended worship for  a few
weeks or months,  ask yoursel f  why not?  Is there some under ly ing concern or issue that
needs at tent ion?  Is there someone you need to ta lk to?   Where are you in your
relat ionship wi th God?  Be aware of  what ’s happening in your walk of  fa i th.  

Secondly,  we the Church must do our work wel l  – preaching and pract ic ing the Word,
showing genuine concern for  people in t imes of  special  need, of fer ing opportuni t ies for
spir i tual  growth.   We are not s imply ‘people pleasers’  who wi l l  do or say anything that
keeps folks content.   We have a message to proclaim, a job to do, and sometimes i t  ruf f les
feathers.  But we have to be sensi t ive to those who feel  ignored, s l ighted, unwanted.  Are
you dr i f t ing away from Our Father ’s?    You are an important part  of  th is community.   We
are incomplete wi thout you.   So, as I  said to Hunter,  ‘GET BACK HERE’!      

- Inter im Pastor Bob 
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Ministry Updates

Lynne Greseth (coordinator)  
Quest ions? 
612-508-2307  
lhgreseth@gmai l .com 



OFLC’s Quilting Group
OFLC’s quilting group continues to meet to sew quilts for
Vinland National Center. They are always so appreciative
of the quilts we deliver. In November we will be meeting
on Wednesday, November 15, and Monday, November
20, 9 to 11:30AM. 

Thanks to all who have donated fabric! Nearly all the
fabric used in our quilts is donated, and it’s always fun to
see them come together into a finished product. Please
join us if you have an interest in sewing. Or contact Gail
at dgswan00@msn.com for more information. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG

Gather & Serve PAGE 03

Ministry Updates continued....

  
Looking for a way to support our Rockford/Greenfield community?
The Riverworks Thrift Store can always use your help. Volunteers
are needed to sort donations and tag and hang clothing for sale.
Hours are flexible, and you can work almost anytime, for as little as
a 2 hour shift. With winter coming, volunteering is a great way to
enjoy some conversation and make a contribution to our
community’s thrift store at the same time. If you’re interested, call
the store at 763-477-5480, stop in, or talk to Gail or Dave
Swanson. 

Riverworks Thrift Store

Music Ministry
Bell Choir is meeting Wednesdays from 5:30 – 6:30 pm. No prior experience needed.  
  
Choir is meeting Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. We will start practicing for the Thanksgiving
Service Community Choir. 
  
Worship – Do you sing or play an instrument? Please share your music with us during worship. There
are always openings during every worship service to share your offering of music. You are always
welcomed and encouraged to share your gifts!

 Questions? Tammy @ 763-732-8920 or email tammy.jarvi14@gmail.com. 

mailto:dgswan00@msn.com
mailto:tammy.jarvi14@gmail.com


BRIGHAM YOUNG
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Ministry Updates continued....

Nourishing Hope

Are you able to help with packing or distributing boxes? Please see the link here to sign up to
help.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4eaca928abf49-2023#/ 
  
Instead of waiting in line for hours, guarantee yourself or another family a box of produce.
Sign up below: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ba9ad2faafdc25-2023#/ 

Questions? 
Brittni@ourfatherschurch.org

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4eaca928abf49-2023#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ba9ad2faafdc25-2023#/


Reflection
BY SARAH ZENDER

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here! 2 Cor 5:17 

God’s creative love is constantly creating new. But with the
new often comes the leaving of the old, which offers some
sadness and grief amid the excitement for what is to come.
 
Dear OFLC family, 
With your blessings and prayers, I completed seminary and
the candidacy process at the end of August. I’ve been
actively involved in the discernment of my call with several
possible churches. I’m so excited to announce that on
October 29th, Grace Lutheran Church in Luverne, MN voted
to call me to pastor their congregation. I’m incredibly excited
because I know that when the Spirit is at works and leads
people together into relationships of faith and mutuality, that
something powerful is happening. I am thrilled to find out
what that is. 
Big changes are ahead for me and my family with a tentative
move date of mid-December. My ordination service will be
here at OFLC, on December 9th at 2 pm. All are welcome!
I cannot thank the Our Father’s congregation and people
enough for the years of support and the fertile soil of faith
that is nurtured here. This is the soil where God planted me
to grow from a baby in faith to a blossoming follower of
Jesus, to a mature faith and call to seminary. This ending of
time with OFLC is only the beginning of the next stage in my
faith journey and I continue to grow in loving God and others.
I will continue to hold OFLC in prayer for the next steps in
your journey that the Holy Spirit is revealing to you as well.
There is something special at OFLC that is a very important
part of the body of Christ and I pray you continue in
developing that deep love and faith that I have experienced
here. 

Blessings to each and every one of you and will miss my time
with you. 

Sarah Zender 

You are invi ted to 
the Ordinat ion  of

Sarah
Zender

Saturday, December
9th at  2pm

Our Fathers Lutheran
Church

Al l  are Welcome! 
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Gratitude



September Total Contributions - $21,340.23 
September General Fund Contributions - $17,833.23 
September Designated Fund Contributions - $3,507 
  
Last year giving for September 
September 2022 Total Contributions - $15,509.14 
September 2022 General Fund Contributions -
$12,966.14 
September 2022 Designated Fund Contributions -
$2,543 
  
Avg household giving per month to “Keep the Lights on”
$211 
  
Avg household giving per month to “Carry out our
Mission” $267 
  
Actual Giving per Household $245
Give to the Max 2022 - $4,399 
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Financial Report

We are pleased to announce
that $18,000 from Give to

the max, along with a         
$3,000 donat ion f rom

Nourishing Hope, we were
able to f ix  the main parking

lot !  

Hel lo!   For many of  us,  November is a month that makes us th ink about both the
things we are grateful  for  and how we can give back.  I f  you’re l ike me, i t  of ten feels

l ike there are so many choices in char i table giv ing that i t  starts to feel  overwhelming.  
That ’s where the OFLC Foundat ion can real ly help s impl i fy!    The Foundat ion works

hard to invest your money to grow, so div idends can be used for years and years
moving forward to support  God’s work in our church and community.   We support  a
wide range of  indiv iduals and char i t ies,  f rom chr ist ian camp scholarships for  k ids to
food distr ibut ion programs in ours and surrounding communit ies,  to so much more.  

There are many ways to give,  including by cash, check, or onl ine.   Please look for our
new brochures at  church, and you may also not ice our apple t ree in the hal lway.  We’d

love to add your name as a supporter dur ing our Fal l  dr ive!   Feel  f ree to contact  a
Foundat ion member i f  you have any quest ions or concerns.

Sincerely,
Kel ly Kinnan

OFLC Foundat ion secretary

OFLC Foundation
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Events Coming up 

Would you l ike to be added to the prayer chain?

Do you have a prayer concern?  

Would a palm cross or prayer shawl comfort  you or
a fami ly member?  

Prayer Request

CONTACT: OFFICE@OURFATHERSCHURCH.ORG 

Lefse Making

Crow River Christmas

November 17th - Prep
November 18th -Lefse Making
Sign-up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845ABAB2EA5F8C70-45773113-lefse#/ 

December 1st- Prep
December 2nd -Pancake Breakfast,  Cookie Walk & Silent Auction
Sign-up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845ABAB2EA5F8C70-45773858-crow#/

November 21st 
Our Fathers Lutheran Church
7 pm

Thanksgiving Worship Service

Blood Drive
November 14th
OFLC Fellowship Hall
12:30 - 6:30 pm

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845ABAB2EA5F8C70-45773113-lefse#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845ABAB2EA5F8C70-45773113-lefse#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845ABAB2EA5F8C70-45773858-crow#/
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OFLC Information 

 Chandler Drummond
,Wendy Gustafson
 Shannon Sand
 Dan Schi l ler
Er in Smith
 Lauren Johnson
 Jody Bryant 

OFLC Council 

Chandler Drummond
Wendy Gustafson
Shannon Sand 

Executive 
Team

Pastor Inter im: Robert  L instrand 

Off ice Admin: Cr istal  McClain
off ice@ourfatherschurch.org 

Community Outreach: Br i t tn i  Bronczyk      
Br i t tn i@ourfatherschurch.org  

Music/Bel l  Choir  Director:  Tammy Jarvi                         
t jarv i@charter.net 

Staff

 
Websi te

 
ht tps: / /www.ourfatherschurch.org/

Livestream

https: / /www.youtube.com/channel /U
CePt4KWmjvq1M7vPbI jUfeA?

view_as=subscr iber  

Phone

763-477-6300

Contact us

Sundays
at

9:00 am

https://www.ourfatherschurch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCePt4KWmjvq1M7vPbIjUfeA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCePt4KWmjvq1M7vPbIjUfeA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCePt4KWmjvq1M7vPbIjUfeA?view_as=subscriber



