
 

 

Lent continues each Wednesday Evening 
with Soup Supper and Holden Evening 
Prayer Worship (March 12—April 9). 
Come share in Our Father's community, 
food, and worship led by our people. 
Soup suppers supported by free-will 
donations and served from 5:30—6:45 
pm. Worship begins at 7:15 pm.  

Our regular Saturday (5:00 pm) and 
Sunday (9:30 am) Worship continues each 
week through Palm Sunday (9:30 am April 
13), when we enter Holy Week. During 
this week we'll seek to participate in Jesus' 
journey to the cross.  

Consider joining us for Maundy 
Thursday (7:15 pm April 17) as 
we remember Christ's Last 
Supper. Maundy Thursday 
remembers the instructions Jesus 
gave his Disciples: to serve others, 
remember his sacrifice, and 
receive him in the Eucharistic 
meal. On Good Friday (April 18) 

we remember Jesus' crucifixion and death. 
At 9:30 am we have family-friendly 
Worship and at 7:15 pm our traditional 
and meaningful Tenebrae Worship.  

5:00 pm Saturday evening (April 19) is 
Easter Vigil. This ancient tradition is the 
first celebration of Christ's Resurrection. 
Together, we'll receive Holy Communion 
and celebrate multiple baptisms. 
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Ash Wednesday (March 5) marks the 
beginning of Lent when Christians prepare 
for the death and resurrection of Jesus. In 
reflection and repentance, we consider 
Christ's sufferings and intentionally take up 
our own crosses.  

To take up our crosses is to see the truth 
about ourselves, hear our shortcomings, 
examine our hearts, and find the hurts that 
need healing. We recognize both the 
wounding in our own hearts—and our 
part in wounding the hearts of others. 
Lent is not, however, about grief and 
anguish as much as it’s about healing and 
hope. 

Lent provides an opportunity to 
rethink how we live and develop 
new holy habits. Some give up 
things (television, candy, alcohol) 
during this season as a fast, while 
others take on a new practice of 
faith (worshiping, serving, 
praying). Lent is a time to be 
intentional with God’s important stuff, 
God forgives us and heals our hearts.  

On Ash Wednesday we gathered together 
in worship to recognize our mortality and 

our  need for 
repentance. Ashes 
from the burned 
palm branches of 
our last Palm Sunday 
are placed on our 
foreheads as a sign 
of repentance.  
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“Create in Create in Create in Create in 
me a clean me a clean me a clean me a clean 
heart, O heart, O heart, O heart, O 

God, and put God, and put God, and put God, and put 
a new and a new and a new and a new and 
right spirit right spirit right spirit right spirit 
within me.” within me.” within me.” within me.”     
Psalm 51:10 



 

 

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”     
                            1 Thessalonians 5:181 Thessalonians 5:181 Thessalonians 5:181 Thessalonians 5:18    

"Building Christ's Community "Building Christ's Community "Building Christ's Community "Building Christ's Community     
through Hospitality, Relationships, Teaching and Service”through Hospitality, Relationships, Teaching and Service”through Hospitality, Relationships, Teaching and Service”through Hospitality, Relationships, Teaching and Service” 

Getting to Know Jim Strehlow: A conversation with our new PresidentGetting to Know Jim Strehlow: A conversation with our new PresidentGetting to Know Jim Strehlow: A conversation with our new PresidentGetting to Know Jim Strehlow: A conversation with our new President    

Tell us about your family:Tell us about your family:Tell us about your family:Tell us about your family:    
My wife, Barb and I have 4 children, 10 grandchildren and 
4 step grandchildren. 

How long have you been a member of Our Father’s?How long have you been a member of Our Father’s?How long have you been a member of Our Father’s?How long have you been a member of Our Father’s? 
We have been members for 37 years. 

Why is this church community so meaningful to you?Why is this church community so meaningful to you?Why is this church community so meaningful to you?Why is this church community so meaningful to you? 
During our tenure at Our Father's, our four children 
received a Christian education and have made many 
friends here. I love the welcoming spirit and the people of 
our church community. 

You served on the Evangelism Committee prior to stepping in as President. Tell us about You served on the Evangelism Committee prior to stepping in as President. Tell us about You served on the Evangelism Committee prior to stepping in as President. Tell us about You served on the Evangelism Committee prior to stepping in as President. Tell us about 
your work with that group.your work with that group.your work with that group.your work with that group.    
The Evangelism Committee has been a life giving role for me, and the relationships I built 
working with three gifted ladies was amazing. The Evangelism Committee has implemented 
many important forms of outreach over the years including prayer crosses, pew bible 
bookmarks, visitor bags, the prayer chain, t-shirts with our new purpose statement and more. 
I was glad to be a part of it.  

What is your favorite Bible verse and why?What is your favorite Bible verse and why?What is your favorite Bible verse and why?What is your favorite Bible verse and why?  
The 23rd Psalm: “The Lord is my shepherd; I lack nothing. He lets me lie down in green 
pastures. He leads me beside quiet waters, He refreshes my soul…” I find great comfort in 
this Psalm. 

What made you decide to step in as President?What made you decide to step in as President?What made you decide to step in as President?What made you decide to step in as President?  
It has been a growing faith journey. First, leadership realized the need for a new church 
picture directory, and I decided to begin that work. Next I took on an official role as Council 
Rep for the Evangelism Committee. With God's help, three people joined the committee, 
and great things started happening. After that, I was asked to be Vice President and then 
moved up to President. As I look back, I’ve realized that each time I took on a new role, 
God supplied the energy and encouragement for me to try something new.  

                                                                                                                       (continued) 
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Getting to Know Jim Strehlow   Getting to Know Jim Strehlow   Getting to Know Jim Strehlow   Getting to Know Jim Strehlow   (continued) 
    

What are you most excited about in the year ahead?What are you most excited about in the year ahead?What are you most excited about in the year ahead?What are you most excited about in the year ahead?  
The future is not clear, but I believe Our Father's has people of great talents and I look 
forward to God's plan for us. 
Where do we need leaders and volunteers to Build Christ’s Community in 2014?Where do we need leaders and volunteers to Build Christ’s Community in 2014?Where do we need leaders and volunteers to Build Christ’s Community in 2014?Where do we need leaders and volunteers to Build Christ’s Community in 2014?  
It is my hope that many will feel God calling them to be a part of the work of Our Father's is 
entering into. There is opportunity everywhere for people’s talents to help us see and realize 
God’s plan. Where there’s a will, God will find a way.  

At the annual meeting in January, we learned that the plan for 2014 includes “deepening At the annual meeting in January, we learned that the plan for 2014 includes “deepening At the annual meeting in January, we learned that the plan for 2014 includes “deepening At the annual meeting in January, we learned that the plan for 2014 includes “deepening 
our journey” toward our statement of purpose, the Sabbath, Stewardship and Equipping our journey” toward our statement of purpose, the Sabbath, Stewardship and Equipping our journey” toward our statement of purpose, the Sabbath, Stewardship and Equipping our journey” toward our statement of purpose, the Sabbath, Stewardship and Equipping 
Ministry. What does “deepening our journey” mean to you?Ministry. What does “deepening our journey” mean to you?Ministry. What does “deepening our journey” mean to you?Ministry. What does “deepening our journey” mean to you? 
As a choir member, I think of it like a song of the heart. Deepening our journey means 
establishing a stronger heart connection with God through prayer and discerning what God 
has in store in these areas. It’s not exactly clear what that means yet; but if the past is any 
indicator, God will surely guide us in the right direction.  

At the end of this year, what do you to be able to say about 2014 at Our Father's? At the end of this year, what do you to be able to say about 2014 at Our Father's? At the end of this year, what do you to be able to say about 2014 at Our Father's? At the end of this year, what do you to be able to say about 2014 at Our Father's?     
Coming from Evangelism, my wish is that throughout the year, everyone will feel loved by 
God and the members of this community, and that all ages of our church family will find 
deep meaning in building relationships with one another and with God. 

Every Tuesday and Thursday morning, I get up early and head out the 
door to the community center. Upon arrival I am warmly greeted by a 
tiny little woman, Denise. We gather together as she begins, “Welcome 
my yogi friends, during your practice today let go of whatever happened 
before you arrived and what will happen after you leave.” Then we are 
invited to dedicate this time to something, someone, perhaps a word or 
thought. She also reminds us this time is for us. What if our journey 
through lent this year is like yoga class? We welcome everyone together, 
unburden ourselves from the past and not worry about what lies ahead. 
We encourage and perhaps even a challenge each other to dedicate this 
time, these forty days to God. It will be a time for us. A time to stop 
what we are doing and become aware of our breathing, our movement 
and posture—both physically and spiritually. A time to,  

“Be still, and know that I am God. 

I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth!” Psalm 46:10 

May your Lenten practice this year be dedicate to Jesus and His journey to the cross. 

In thankfulness,  Pastor Cathy 
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Harvesters of HopeHarvesters of HopeHarvesters of HopeHarvesters of Hope    

“TEAM Cheetah” at Our Fathers has taken on the 
challenge of supplying two, used, smaller com-
bines to Iringa in Tanzania, to be used as mobile  
corn/maize  shellers  in  the  farmer   cooperatives there.  Cheetah has been very success-
ful in showing farmers how to double and triple and even quadruple their yields, but 
shelling the harvest by the traditional stick method has now  become a real 
“bottleneck”.  Cheetah is buying all their surplus crop at guaranteed prices but it has to 
be shelled and cleaned first…before bagging and weighing by Cheetah staff. 

Ray Menard, Cheetah’s founder, brought us this challenge last November and we have 
worked on the idea for several months now and have agreed with Ray that such an idea 
could be a great boost for their corn/maize operation and could actually work.  So, we 
have started fundraising for this effort and have set a target of $30,000.   We hope that 
our congregation and the wider community will join with our team in making this a re-
ality.  Here is something “concrete” that we at Our Fathers can do that will make a real 
difference… this year… in people’s lives, many of them fellow Lutherans! 

We would like to thank the Our Fathers Foundation and many others who have already 
contributed to the Cheetah Fund at Our Fathers.  We expect to soon have the first com-
bine at Our Fathers to show our contributors and to use in raising the necessary funds 
for transport to Africa! 

For further information, go to the Our Fathers website(www.ourfatherschurch.org) and 
click on the banner in the upper left part of the home page. 

Widows and Widowers Group Widows and Widowers Group Widows and Widowers Group Widows and Widowers Group will be meeting on 
Thursday, March 13th at 9:00 am at the Bridge Street Café in 
Rockford. 

PHONE NUMBER CHANGED?  EMAIL ADDRESS?  PHONE NUMBER CHANGED?  EMAIL ADDRESS?  PHONE NUMBER CHANGED?  EMAIL ADDRESS?  PHONE NUMBER CHANGED?  EMAIL ADDRESS?      
Have you cancelled your landline or changed your email?  Please help us keep our 
records up-to-date by notifying the church office at office@ourfatherschurch.org. 
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Our Father’s Foundation NewsOur Father’s Foundation NewsOur Father’s Foundation NewsOur Father’s Foundation News    
OFLC Foundation is excited to say that we are starting the year off 
with donations to some wonderful causes! As we reported at the 
annual meeting in January, we had an excellent increase in funds last 
year.  With faith that this year will be another good year to grow, we 
gave to the RiverWorks Food Shelf through the Masons’ doubling-donation 
campaign in February. We also gave to the Cheetah group for the Harvester of 
Hope combine project to help enable the farmers in Tanzania to become much 
more efficient at harvesting through the efforts of Cheetah Development.  

Keep in mind that our annual membership drive is coming in just a couple months.  
Also think about the Foundation during estate planning or donating throughout the 
year in memory or in honor of a loved one.  Please contact one of our board 
members if you have any questions about the Foundation, giving, or becoming 
involved! 

Women’s Ministry News Women’s Ministry News Women’s Ministry News Women’s Ministry News     
Lenten Soup SuppersLenten Soup SuppersLenten Soup SuppersLenten Soup Suppers    -- The Women’s Ministry committee will be serving a soup 
and sandwich supper prior to the worship service each Wednesday night during 
Lent (March 12th – April 9th). Serving time will be from 5:30-6:45 pm. If you 
would be willing to furnish a dessert on one of those nights, please sign up on the 
bulletin board.  Proceeds after expenses will go to Feed My Starving Children. 

Women’s RetreatWomen’s RetreatWomen’s RetreatWomen’s Retreat    -- Join us at Camp Koronis on March 14thMarch 14thMarch 14thMarch 14th----15th15th15th15th for a fun and 
relaxing time away from home. Cathy Jones and Norie Siers will be our study 
leaders….”Come to the Spiritual Space.” The cost to attend is $60 which includes 
an overnight stay with breakfast and lunch on Saturday. There is a $10 charge for 
your own room. To attend on Saturday only, the cost is $23. Add your name to 
the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board today. 
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LIFE & GROWTHLIFE & GROWTHLIFE & GROWTHLIFE & GROWTH    

Service of Healing Service of Healing Service of Healing Service of Healing     
Service of Healing will be held on Monday, March 10th at 7:00 pm in the fellowship 
hall. Come hear God’s promises, through Christ’s life, for abundant life - for 

wholeness. We will conclude with a time of fellowship and snacks. 

ALL COMMITTEE NIGHT      Tuesday, March 11ALL COMMITTEE NIGHT      Tuesday, March 11ALL COMMITTEE NIGHT      Tuesday, March 11ALL COMMITTEE NIGHT      Tuesday, March 11thththth    at 6:30 pmat 6:30 pmat 6:30 pmat 6:30 pm    

    
    

                                                                                                                                OUR FATHER’S WISH LISTOUR FATHER’S WISH LISTOUR FATHER’S WISH LISTOUR FATHER’S WISH LIST    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        March 2014March 2014March 2014March 2014    

New Item: Clever Climber & Tikes of Steel Overhead Climber PlaygroundClever Climber & Tikes of Steel Overhead Climber PlaygroundClever Climber & Tikes of Steel Overhead Climber PlaygroundClever Climber & Tikes of Steel Overhead Climber Playground   SystemSystemSystemSystem- 
$16,165 ($1,700 has been donated)  

New Item: Digital CameraDigital CameraDigital CameraDigital Camera (New or Used) for General Church Use 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Red Hymnals  Evangelical Lutheran Worship Red Hymnals  Evangelical Lutheran Worship Red Hymnals  Evangelical Lutheran Worship Red Hymnals  - $24.50 each 

      Optional : Hymnals can be dedicated In honor of or In memory of someone special.  

Telescopic Banner Storage SystemTelescopic Banner Storage SystemTelescopic Banner Storage SystemTelescopic Banner Storage System - $500 

BannersBannersBannersBanners – Baptismal - $500/each 

SCHOLARSHIP NEEDSSCHOLARSHIP NEEDSSCHOLARSHIP NEEDSSCHOLARSHIP NEEDS    

Camperships & Retreats (range from $20 - $200) 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUNDGOOD SAMARITAN FUNDGOOD SAMARITAN FUNDGOOD SAMARITAN FUND    

Any amount may be given, Pastor will use as he sees a need. 

Gas cards - Grocery cards 
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    “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”      “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”      “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”      “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”      Acts 20:35 

 

                                                                                                                        Our General Fund at a GlanceOur General Fund at a GlanceOur General Fund at a GlanceOur General Fund at a Glance    

January 2014January 2014January 2014January 2014  -  Memorial & Special Gifts (these gifts are not included in General Fund)Memorial & Special Gifts (these gifts are not included in General Fund)Memorial & Special Gifts (these gifts are not included in General Fund)Memorial & Special Gifts (these gifts are not included in General Fund)    

• A gift of $400 to the Cheetah Combine Project   

• Gifts totaling $75 to Foodshelf support  

• A gift of $10 to MOPS    

• A gift of $25 to Love INC   

 Nancy Varner, Congregation Treasurer 

 Giving    

  General Fund 
2012 

January-December 

General FundGeneral FundGeneral FundGeneral Fund 
2013201320132013 

JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary––––DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember 

ContributionsContributionsContributionsContributions $232,193 $242,933$242,933$242,933$242,933 
ExpensesExpensesExpensesExpenses $223,787 $254,385$254,385$254,385$254,385 

Net of ContributionsNet of ContributionsNet of ContributionsNet of Contributions & Expenses& Expenses& Expenses& Expenses $8,406 ----$11,452$11,452$11,452$11,452 

Percentage 
Increase over 

2012 

5% 
14% 

  

The Evangelism Committee The Evangelism Committee The Evangelism Committee The Evangelism Committee is making plans for our booth at the Rockford/
Greenfield Community Expo to be held on March 15th. We'll be sharing with the 
public all of the good "GOD" things that are happening at Our Father's. MOPS joins 
in the fun too. We welcome congregation members and leadership personnel to 
volunteer at the booth for an hour, or to stop by and say hello. 

We will start up our T-shirt sales again soon. Several of you have already placed an 
order and that will be filled after this next round of sales. (To keep costs at a 
minimum, we only want to place one more order.) Prices are very reasonable and 
we assume t-shirt weather is 'right around the corner!' Please look for the display in 
the hallway or talk to Becky Miller. 
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 MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE            March 1  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 1  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 1  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 1  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:   Paulette Podratz 
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    March 2  (Sun 9:30 am)March 2  (Sun 9:30 am)March 2  (Sun 9:30 am)March 2  (Sun 9:30 am)        March 5  (Ash Wed 5:30 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 5:30 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 5:30 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 5:30 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Suzanne Otten  Betsy Pennuto 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Mike & Pam Hoekstra & Family 
 Larry & Joan Johnson  March 5  (Ash Wed 7:15 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 7:15 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 7:15 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 7:15 pm)     
READER:READER:READER:READER: Pam Hoekstra   Sarah Sanderson 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Larry & Joan Johnson 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Pam Hoekstra, Joan Johnson  March 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP: Jennifer & Jessica Deshaw  Betsy Pennuto 
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    March 9  (Sun 9:30 am)March 9  (Sun 9:30 am)March 9  (Sun 9:30 am)March 9  (Sun 9:30 am)        March 12  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 12  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 12  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 12  (Wed 7:15 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Jen Boulton  Sarah Sanderson 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: GIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAY    
READER:READER:READER:READER: GIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAY  March 15  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 15  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 15  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 15  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    GIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAY        Betsy Pennuto 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: GIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAY 
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    March 16  (Sun 9:30 am)March 16  (Sun 9:30 am)March 16  (Sun 9:30 am)March 16  (Sun 9:30 am)        March 19  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 19  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 19  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 19  (Wed 7:15 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Becky Miller  Becky Miller 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: John & Amy Krcil & Family 
 Stephanie Millen & Family  March 22  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 22  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 22  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 22  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
READER:READER:READER:READER: Stephanie Millen  Paulette Podratz 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    John & Amy Krcil & Family 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Norie Siers, Becky Miller     
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    March 23  (Sun 9:30 am)March 23  (Sun 9:30 am)March 23  (Sun 9:30 am)March 23  (Sun 9:30 am)        March 26  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 26  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 26  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 26  (Wed 7:15 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Barb Strehlow  Jen Boulton 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Myron & Shirley Neilson 
 Laurie Hanson, Dee Setula  March 29  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 29  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 29  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 29  (Sat 5:00 pm) 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Laurie Hanson  Sarah Sanderson 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Myron & Shirley Neilson 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Laurie Hanson, Barb Strehlow  
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    March 30  (Sun 9:30 am)March 30  (Sun 9:30 am)March 30  (Sun 9:30 am)March 30  (Sun 9:30 am)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Tari Brase 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Scott & Amy Voss & Family 
 David & Cortney Dawson & Family 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Marilyn Nelson 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Scott & Amy Voss & Family 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Amy Voss, Tari Brase  
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WednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesday ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday FridayFridayFridayFriday SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday 

26262626 27272727 28282828 1111 

  30 Hour Famine 30 Hour Famine 
7:30 am Man Meeting 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm My Scrap-
book Nook 
9:30 am Baptism Class 
5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship 

 6666 7777 8888 

5:30 pm Ash Wednesday 5:30 pm Ash Wednesday 5:30 pm Ash Wednesday 5:30 pm Ash Wednesday     
WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship 
5:45 pm Ringers of Light 
7:00 pm Rejoice Singers 
7:15 pm Ash Wednesday 7:15 pm Ash Wednesday 7:15 pm Ash Wednesday 7:15 pm Ash Wednesday     
WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship 

7:00 pm Cub Scouts, Den 2 
7:00 pm Living Your Strengths 
in  

Confirmation Retreat 

Men's Retreat 
9:30 am MOPS Member  
Meeting 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 

Confirmation Retreat 

Men's Retreat 
5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship 

 13131313 14141414 15151515 

OFLC MOPS EGGstravaganza 
1:00 pm Rebekah Circle 
5:30 pm Soup Supper  
5:45 pm Ringers of Light 
7:00 pm Rejoice Singers 
7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship 

OFLC MOPS EGGstravaganza 
9:00 am Widows & Widowers 
Group at Bridge Street Cafe 
6:30 pm Brownie Girl Scouts, 
Troop 15016 
 

OFLC MOPS EGGstravaganza 
Women's Retreat 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 

OFLC MOPS EGGstravaganza 
Women's Retreat 
5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship 

 20202020 21212121 22222222 

OFLC MOPS EGGstravaganza 
9:00 am Sewing/Knitting Group 
5:30 pm Soup Supper  
5:45 pm Ringers of Light 
7:00 pm Rejoice Singers 
7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship 

OFLC MOPS EGGstravaganza 
Newsletter Articles Due 
3:30 pm to 8:30 pm Wright 
Hennepin Electric Overflow 
Parking for Annual Meeting 
5:30 pm Daisy Girl Scouts 

OFLC MOPS EGGstravaganza 
9:30 am MOPS Member  
Meeting 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 

OFLC MOPS EGGstravaganza 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm My Scrap-
book Nook 
5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship 

26262626 27272727 28282828 29292929 

5:30 pm Soup Supper  
5:45 pm Ringers of Light 
7:00 pm Rejoice Singers 
7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship 

  7:30 pm AA Meeting 5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship 

 3333 4444 5555 

5:30 pm Soup Supper  
7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship7:15 pm Lenten Worship 

    5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship5:00 pm Worship 
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SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE            April 2  (Wed 7:15 pm)April 2  (Wed 7:15 pm)April 2  (Wed 7:15 pm)April 2  (Wed 7:15 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:   Barb Strehlow 
 

SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE            April 5  (Sat 5:00 pm)April 5  (Sat 5:00 pm)April 5  (Sat 5:00 pm)April 5  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:    Suzanne Otten 
 

SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    April 6  (Sun 9:30 am)April 6  (Sun 9:30 am)April 6  (Sun 9:30 am)April 6  (Sun 9:30 am)        April 9  (Wed 7:15 pm)April 9  (Wed 7:15 pm)April 9  (Wed 7:15 pm)April 9  (Wed 7:15 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Missy Rhodes  Becky Miller 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Don & Jennifer Flategraff 
 Dan & Lindsey Bervig 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Lindsey Bervig 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Don & Jennifer Flategraff 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Missy Rhodes, Norie Siers  April 12  (Sat 5:00 pm)April 12  (Sat 5:00 pm)April 12  (Sat 5:00 pm)April 12  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP: Jan Janos, Trystin Gruber  Paulette Podratz 
 

SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    April 13  (Sun 9:30 am)April 13  (Sun 9:30 am)April 13  (Sun 9:30 am)April 13  (Sun 9:30 am)        April 17  (Maundy Thurs 7:15 pm)April 17  (Maundy Thurs 7:15 pm)April 17  (Maundy Thurs 7:15 pm)April 17  (Maundy Thurs 7:15 pm) 
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Jen Boulton  Suzanne Otten 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Bobby & Amy Johnson 
 Sean & Glenda Banken  April 18  (Good Friday 9:30 am)April 18  (Good Friday 9:30 am)April 18  (Good Friday 9:30 am)April 18  (Good Friday 9:30 am) 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Jen Boulton  Becky Miller 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Bobby & Amy Johnson 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Jen Boulton, Ruth Johnson  April 18  (Good Friday 7:15 pm)April 18  (Good Friday 7:15 pm)April 18  (Good Friday 7:15 pm)April 18  (Good Friday 7:15 pm) 
NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP: Shirley Bolstad, Rachel Reed  Paulette Podratz 
 

    April 19  (Easter Vigil Sat 5:00 pm)April 19  (Easter Vigil Sat 5:00 pm)April 19  (Easter Vigil Sat 5:00 pm)April 19  (Easter Vigil Sat 5:00 pm)    
                Sarah Sanderson 
 

SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    April 20  (Easter Sun 8:00 am)April 20  (Easter Sun 8:00 am)April 20  (Easter Sun 8:00 am)April 20  (Easter Sun 8:00 am)        April 20  (Easter Sun 9:30 am)April 20  (Easter Sun 9:30 am)April 20  (Easter Sun 9:30 am)April 20  (Easter Sun 9:30 am)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:    Barb Strehlow 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Will be sign-up for   Will be sign-up for  
READER:READER:READER:READER: Will be sign-up for  Will be sign-up for  
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Will be sign-up for  Will be sign-up for  
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Will be sign-up for  Will be sign-up for  
NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP: Will be sign-up for  Will be sign-up for  
 

SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    April 20  (Easter Sun 11:00 am)April 20  (Easter Sun 11:00 am)April 20  (Easter Sun 11:00 am)April 20  (Easter Sun 11:00 am)        April 27  (Sun 9:30 am)April 27  (Sun 9:30 am)April 27  (Sun 9:30 am)April 27  (Sun 9:30 am)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:    Barb Strehlow 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Will be sign-up for  Michelle Andrew & Family 
    Jeremy & Leanna Paatela & Family 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Will be sign-up for  Barb Strehlow 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Will be sign-up for  Michelle Andrew & Family 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Will be sign-up for  Barb Strehlow, Michelle Andrew 
NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP: Will be sign-up for  Anna Burger & Nicole Steenstra 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVEOPPORTUNITIES TO SERVEOPPORTUNITIES TO SERVEOPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE    
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What Love INCWhat Love INCWhat Love INCWhat Love INC————Heartland does in our community with your Heartland does in our community with your Heartland does in our community with your Heartland does in our community with your 
help… help… help… help… to the family or person who made my son’s Christmas, a 
whole lot brighter. Thank you.  

I am a single mother of a VERY busy almost 3 year old boy. I grew in 
a nice home with my family, where I am living now and raising my 
son. I have always had nicer things. That is until I became a single 
mother, recently lost my job, bills stack up, and the price of raising a child is not very 
“cheap” especially around the holidays and with his birthday come up.  

As I walked out of the church on Saturday, tears ran down my face, tears of sadness, 
happiness, joy, and tears that I really can’t every explain. It is people like you who 
carry on the REAL meaning of Christmas. I want to thank you from the bottom of my 
heart,. We receieved _____, it may not be much to some, but to us it helped 
immensely. My son will have gifts to unwrap Christmas morning, he will have joy and 
happiness on his face and it is because of the kind people like yourself, your family, and 
the Love INC organization.  

I want to know that we will be doing something good for someone else also; I will 
give back as I was given too. 

Thank you again. I hope you and your family have the most blessed Christmas, with 
smiles, hugs, cheer, joy, and happiness.  Everyone deserves to feel that warm spot in 
their heart, as I felt from you.  Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!    

Love INC –Heartland, including our 25 churches, is thriving and celebrating God’s 
Goodness. Many thank you notes for the Christmas Sharing included that our neighbor 
will pray for or ask for blessings on their giver. Many neighbors are coming in seeking 
prayer, the communities are seeing Love INC as a constant now. Our mission is to love 
our neighbors into self-sufficiency. Some new initiatives in 2014.  

• A new dental program to help people in need of free dental work.  

• Store revenues increased, online sales, consignment sales. 

• Recycling program (receiving reimbursement) for cameras, Ipods, laptops, GPS, cell 
phones and toner. 

The office will move two doors down to 300 Railroad Avenue, Suite 100.  

                     (continued) 



 

 

RiverWorks Store  RiverWorks Store  RiverWorks Store  RiverWorks Store  ----    Your community thrift store. Proceeds used 
to enhance current and future programs to strengthen our 
community. Store Hourstore Hourstore Hourstore Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00 am - 6:00 
pm and Saturday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm.  Accepting donations during 
regular business hours. The RiverWorks Store is located in the 
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RiverWorks Food Shelf March Focus RiverWorks Food Shelf March Focus RiverWorks Food Shelf March Focus RiverWorks Food Shelf March Focus ––––        
Peanut Butter & JellyPeanut Butter & JellyPeanut Butter & JellyPeanut Butter & Jelly    

March is MN Food Share March is MN Food Share March is MN Food Share March is MN Food Share Month Month Month Month to help restock food shelves across MN. The 
amount of food and funds our community collects for RiverWorks Food Shelf 
determines how much “free” money they receive from MN Food Share.  

Help us build our own Food Pyramid in the back of church. Every person coming to 
church is asked to bring at least one can of food (cans weight more than boxed food 
and we need the weight during March). In March 2013 we donated 180 lbs of foodIn March 2013 we donated 180 lbs of foodIn March 2013 we donated 180 lbs of foodIn March 2013 we donated 180 lbs of food————
let’s break this record.  let’s break this record.  let’s break this record.  let’s break this record.  Join in the fun and be the hero.  FIGHT HUNGER. FIGHT HUNGER. FIGHT HUNGER. FIGHT HUNGER.     

Love INCLove INCLove INCLove INC————Heartland  (continued)Heartland  (continued)Heartland  (continued)Heartland  (continued)    

A few 2013 Love INC-Heartland statistics: 

   22,528 volunteer hours 2,668 individuals served 11,634 individual need met 

Our bedding ministry current needs:      - New pillows 

Thank you for your prayers and support. 
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Our Father’s Sewing/Knitting/Quilting GroupOur Father’s Sewing/Knitting/Quilting GroupOur Father’s Sewing/Knitting/Quilting GroupOur Father’s Sewing/Knitting/Quilting Group –  
February sessions will be Monday, March 17th, 6:00 -  
9:00 pm and Wednesday, March 19th from 9 am - 12 pm. You’re 
welcome to bring your own project or work on one of ours. Join us 
in the conference room (Room 102) for a relaxing “Knit and Stitch” 
whenever you’re able.  

OFLC MOPS OFLC MOPS OFLC MOPS OFLC MOPS serves and provides a nurturing space for all 
mothers.  If you have children between the ages of birth 
to kindergarten and you are available on Friday 
mornings, joins us for a from 9:30 - 11:30 am. Your first 
MOPS meeting on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of every month  
meeting is FREE!  

For more information visit our website at: http://www. 
ourfatherschurch.org/MOPS or contact Kelly Kinnan at 
612-483-4379. 

www.MOPS.org 
www.ourfatherschurch.org/MOPS  

 

Save	the	Date:	

MARCH	23	

10:30	am-12:30	pm	

MOPS Eggstravaganza and MOPS Eggstravaganza and MOPS Eggstravaganza and MOPS Eggstravaganza and     
Basket Silent AuctionBasket Silent AuctionBasket Silent AuctionBasket Silent Auction    

Join in the fun at the 3rd Annual Easter Event on Sunday, 
March 23rd, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm. Invite your family and 
friends. Pancake Breakfast 10:30 - 11:15 am. Crafts and 
activities 11:15 am - 12:30 pm. $5/person, $20/family 
maximum. 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME, COME FOR BREAKFASTEVERYONE WELCOME, COME FOR BREAKFASTEVERYONE WELCOME, COME FOR BREAKFASTEVERYONE WELCOME, COME FOR BREAKFAST    
AND STAY FOR THE FUN!AND STAY FOR THE FUN!AND STAY FOR THE FUN!AND STAY FOR THE FUN!    

Our Father’s Lutheran Church Mothers of PreschoolersOur Father’s Lutheran Church Mothers of PreschoolersOur Father’s Lutheran Church Mothers of PreschoolersOur Father’s Lutheran Church Mothers of Preschoolers    
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KIDS & YOUTH NEWSKIDS & YOUTH NEWSKIDS & YOUTH NEWSKIDS & YOUTH NEWS    

Baptism ClassBaptism ClassBaptism ClassBaptism Class    
Are you making plans for a baptism?  Contact Pastor Jon with questions. 
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Looking for Nursery Assistants Looking for Nursery Assistants Looking for Nursery Assistants Looking for Nursery Assistants ––––    Looking for a way to serve?  Do 
you love kids?  Interested in providing a little space and support for 
families with little ones?  We need two caregivers each Sunday morning in 
the nursery during the 9:30 am worship service.  Sign up on board posted 

Sunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday School    
The Sunday school children at Our 
Father's recently walked the labyrinth 
during the Sunday school education 
hour. In addition, they created prayer 
cards to hand out to the congregation 
during service and led the Lord's Prayer 
in motion.  

We are looking for donations of new white socks. There will be a basket on the table 
outside the large education room to drop off any new white socks you are able to 
donate.   

Our next Sunday school rotation will be regarding the Lenten season.  We will be 
studying the events leading to Christ's crucifixion and resurrection. Please feel to join us! 

Looking for something to do this summer? Looking for something to do this summer? Looking for something to do this summer? Looking for something to do this summer? We are looking 

for a individual (or a group of individuals) to help us plan our 2014 2014 2014 2014 

Vacation Bible School programVacation Bible School programVacation Bible School programVacation Bible School program. If interested or have questions, contact 
Pastor Cathy. 



 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDIESADULT BIBLE STUDIESADULT BIBLE STUDIESADULT BIBLE STUDIES    
Sunday Mornings at 8:15 amSunday Mornings at 8:15 amSunday Mornings at 8:15 amSunday Mornings at 8:15 am 
Join us for an amazing Lenten journey. 
 

Every Tuesday Morning at 10:00 am Every Tuesday Morning at 10:00 am Every Tuesday Morning at 10:00 am Every Tuesday Morning at 10:00 am     
Together, we discuss our lives and God’s promises. All are welcome. Contact 
Pastor Cathy or Pastor Jon for info.    

Wednesday Afternoon (March 12Wednesday Afternoon (March 12Wednesday Afternoon (March 12Wednesday Afternoon (March 12thththth) at 1:00pm) at 1:00pm) at 1:00pm) at 1:00pm    
Women’s Study Women’s Study Women’s Study Women’s Study (Rebekah Circle) –    Daughter, An Honest VirginDaughter, An Honest VirginDaughter, An Honest VirginDaughter, An Honest Virgin 

Theme Verses:  Theme Verses:  Theme Verses:  Theme Verses:  “Jephthah made a vow to the Lord, and said, “If you will give 
the Ammonites into my hand, then whoever comes out of the doors of my 
house to meet me, when I return victorious from the Ammonites, shall be the 
Lord’s, to be offered up by me as a burnt offering.”    Judge 11:30-31    

Saturday Morning (April 5Saturday Morning (April 5Saturday Morning (April 5Saturday Morning (April 5thththth) ) ) ) at 7:30 amat 7:30 amat 7:30 amat 7:30 am 
MAN MeetingMAN MeetingMAN MeetingMAN Meeting - All men welcome!  Join us  Saturday, April 5th 

at 7:30 am.  Hot coffee and treats provided!  Questions?  
Contact Tom Dery at 477-6787. 
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CHURCH WEBSITECHURCH WEBSITECHURCH WEBSITECHURCH WEBSITE - Worship service announcements, readings, gospel, 
and sermon are available in mp3 format for easy downloading at 
ourfatherschurch.orgourfatherschurch.orgourfatherschurch.orgourfatherschurch.org.  .  .  .  We are also looking for other ideas for improving the 
website. You can give ideas to Pam Reed at (webmaster@ourfatherschurch.orgwebmaster@ourfatherschurch.orgwebmaster@ourfatherschurch.orgwebmaster@ourfatherschurch.org)))).... 



 

 

 
 
 
 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP JOIN US FOR WORSHIP JOIN US FOR WORSHIP JOIN US FOR WORSHIP     

    5:00 pm Saturday Worship 

 8:15 am Sunday School / Adult Education 

 9:30 am Sunday Worship  
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURSOFFICE HOURSOFFICE HOURSOFFICE HOURS    

    Monday 12 Noon - 4:00 pm 

 Tuesday 12 Noon - 6:00 pm 

 Wednesday 12 Noon - 6:00 pm 

 Thursday 9:30 am - 4:00 pm 

 Friday 9:30 am - 12:30 pm 
 

AVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCEAVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCEAVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCEAVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCE    

February 2013 - 190 (2 services) 

 February 2014 - 207 (3 services)    

OUR FATHER’S INFORMATION  

O u r  F a t h e r ’ s  N e w s  P a g e  1 5  

COUNCILCOUNCILCOUNCILCOUNCIL    
    

President President President President     
Jim Strehlow 498-7652  
 

Past PresidentPast PresidentPast PresidentPast President    
Jeff Miller 477-4096 
 

Vice President Vice President Vice President Vice President         
Open 
 

SecretarySecretarySecretarySecretary    
Open 
 

TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer   
Nancy Varner 498-7883 
 

CommunicationsCommunicationsCommunicationsCommunications 
Amy Field (612) 237-3884 
 

Building & GroundsBuilding & GroundsBuilding & GroundsBuilding & Grounds        
Paul Mutterer 477-6924 
    

EducationEducationEducationEducation    
Dan Reed 479-4007 
    

Evangelism Evangelism Evangelism Evangelism         
Open 
 

PersonnelPersonnelPersonnelPersonnel    
Jen Boulton (612) 636-0466 
 

Social ConcernsSocial ConcernsSocial ConcernsSocial Concerns        
Lynne Greseth 682-5486 
 

StewardshipStewardshipStewardshipStewardship    
Karen Sangren 477-6510 
 

Women’s MinistryWomen’s MinistryWomen’s MinistryWomen’s Ministry    
Open 
 

Worship & MusicWorship & MusicWorship & MusicWorship & Music    
Norie Siers 477-5218 
 

YouthYouthYouthYouth    
Brian Walton 477-5770 
 

FoundationFoundationFoundationFoundation    
Krista Fisher (612) 916-0139 

STATISTICS 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Join our Lenten Worship Join our Lenten Worship Join our Lenten Worship Join our Lenten Worship     
Journey to Easter:Journey to Easter:Journey to Easter:Journey to Easter:    

    

Every Wednesday (March 12 Every Wednesday (March 12 Every Wednesday (March 12 Every Wednesday (March 12 ----    April 9) April 9) April 9) April 9)     
Soup Supper 5:30 Soup Supper 5:30 Soup Supper 5:30 Soup Supper 5:30 ----    6:45 pm6:45 pm6:45 pm6:45 pm    

Worship at 7:15 pmWorship at 7:15 pmWorship at 7:15 pmWorship at 7:15 pm    
    

Saturday Worship at 5:00 pmSaturday Worship at 5:00 pmSaturday Worship at 5:00 pmSaturday Worship at 5:00 pm    
Sunday Worship at 9:30 amSunday Worship at 9:30 amSunday Worship at 9:30 amSunday Worship at 9:30 am    

    

Healing Service, Monday, March 10 at 7:00 pmHealing Service, Monday, March 10 at 7:00 pmHealing Service, Monday, March 10 at 7:00 pmHealing Service, Monday, March 10 at 7:00 pm    

ourfatherschurch.org 


