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As we begin year two together, we can say that OFLC is in a healthy place as we 
move forward with the pastoral transition. The mood of the congregation is strong, 
healthy, and positive; we are holding our own financially, and we’ve begun the 
necessary transition conversations. A team is being formed to steer a fall capital 
campaign to give our campus a much-needed refresh. It’s an exciting time for 
Our Father’s!

At our Transition meeting after church on June 28, many people named community or family as a key
congregational value. Their many different kinds of communities, and families come in many different
forms. It’s worth thinking about the kind of community/family that we want to be. 

I once lived in a community where some longtime residents told me that if you hadn’t been in town
for five generations you were an outsider. Five generations! My Norwegian relatives were just coming
ashore in America five generations back. I knew that no matter how long we lived there, we’d always
be outsiders. We don’t need to be that kind of community. 

For some folks, family means very something very prescribed, with expected roles for mom, dad, kids,
and both dogs. A family that looks different is somehow “less than” the “right kind” of family. Some
families are centered in fear of one particular member, or are traumatized by violence or substance
abuse. We choose to be a different kind of family.   

When we talk about being community or family, we’re talking about other traits; enjoying one
another’s company, being available to care for someone who needs some help, cheering on successes
and grieving losses…together. We’re talking about being centered in love. 

Being centered in love means that we look to the needs of others first, that when they act weird, we
explain their actions in the kindest way, and when someone needs to be “set straight” we can
approach the subject with a loving word, not with accusation. Being centered in love is the way Jesus
teaches us to live, and it sets the tone for everything we do together. It won’t stop us from having our
dysfunctional moments, but we’ll recover more quickly and more fully when Christ’s love is forming
the center of our life together. A loving community can be kind, honest, unselfish, and brave when it
deals with the ups and downs of people’s lives, and when it deals with their biggest challenges. 

Let’s continue our growth together as a community centered in love, and called into God’s future. 

In the community with you,  

Pastor Dana

 PD  



Our Father’s Lutheran Church

DOROTHY BOHNEMAN
Dottie passed away on Monday, June 15.
Funeral will be held on Saturday, July 11

12 pm Visitation, 1 pm Service, 2 pm Luncheon
at Our Father’s Lutheran Church

Our deepest condolences.

John passed away on Saturday, June 27.
Funeral will be held on Saturday, July 18

10:30 am Visitation, 11:30 am Service,
12:30 pm Luncheon

at Our Father’s Lutheran Church

You are all invited to celebrate 4th of July
at our house in Delano.

We live on the Delano parade route, so we
have great seats to enjoy the parade. After

the parade, stay for a potluck lunch and
swimming in our pool.

It is helpful to let us know that you are coming
just so we can get an idea of how many

people to expect.
Our Address:

522 Elm Ave. E., Delano, MN 55328
For parade details, see:

https://www.delano4th.com/parade
Parade starts at 10:30. We are near the end of
the route, so it will be 11:00 before the parade

gets to us.

Feel free to email or call with any questions.
Dan: 612-237-4821, pdr.reed@gmail.com

JOHN BLODGETT
Our deepest condolences.

https://www.delano4th.com/parade
mailto:pdr.reed@gmail.com
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