
 

 

“Hear the Word of God and Share in the Lord’s 
Supper” means not only listening to sermons, 
hearing scripture, and receiving the Eucharist, 
but also is participating in Bible study, 
forgiveness of sin, educational ministry and 
other things.  

“Proclaim the Good News of God in Christ 
through Word and Deed” includes inviting 

others to the church where Christ is 
proclaimed; talking about our faith 
in our homes and with others that 
we  m i gh t  mee t ;  o f f e r i n g 
encouragement to a friend and 
others who are ill or in need.  

"Serve All People Following the 
Example of Jesus” serving was 
clearly at the heart of Jesus' ministry. 
When we follow the example of 
Jesus serving we have to get 
involved in the lives of others.  

“Strive for Justice and Peace In All 
the Earth” as children of God we 
strive to ease the suffering in the 
world. A justice mindset is one way 

we practice our faith. A mindset and a heart 
filled with peace is faith in practice.   

I believe each of these practices offer an 
invitation to enter into deeper relationship with 
Christ and his people. Consider these questions: 
What are your currently doing in your life that 
pleases God? How can you take a step in 
faithfulness this year? To consider and act, then, 
becomes a way of being intentional with Faith.  

Love on your journey. 
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Often called Discipleship, Faith Practices are the 
responsibilities promised in Baptism. During this 
season of Epiphany we've been talking much 
about Baptism. In Baptism we become children 
of God and, as a result, we live our lives striving 
to follow Christ, not only in our words, but also 
in our deeds.  

These Faith Practices (promises) are from our 
Baptismal liturgy:  

− Live among God’s Faithful People 

− Hear the Word of God and Share 
in the Lord’s Supper  

− Proclaim the Good News of God 
in Christ through Word and Deed 

− Serve All People Following the 
Example of Jesus  

− Strive for Justice and Peace in All 
The Earth. 

Faithful people engage in Faith 
Practices as an act of trust pointed 
toward God. They are a way of 
being and following Christ's lead 
and pleasing God. Faith Practices are 
a clear way of pointing our lives at 
Christ. With special thanks to ELCA Discipleship 
website (http://elca.org/Resources/Faith-Practices), 

here are some opportunities:   

"Live among God’s Faithful People" means living 
a new life in Christ by caring for and   
encouraging      others. It means celebrating 
God’s presence in our lives by regular 

participation in worship, 
fellowship, and the 
ministries of Our 
Father's. It means 
receiving God’s blessings 
with great joy and 
returning a portion back 
to God through tithes 
and offerings.  

  Index: 
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   And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All 
authority in heaven 
and on earth has been 

given to me. Go 
therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey 
everything that I have 
commanded you. And 
remember, I am with 
you always, to the end 

of the age.”   
(Matthew 28:18-20)  



 

 

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”     
                            1 Thessalonians 5:181 Thessalonians 5:181 Thessalonians 5:181 Thessalonians 5:18    

"Building Christ's Community "Building Christ's Community "Building Christ's Community "Building Christ's Community     

through Hospitality, Relationships, Teaching and Service”through Hospitality, Relationships, Teaching and Service”through Hospitality, Relationships, Teaching and Service”through Hospitality, Relationships, Teaching and Service” 

We frequently give thanks for simple acts like when someone holds open the door for us 
or when we are able to provide food for those in need. We owe all of this to God 
through His Son. And we owe Him great thanks for engaging our church community 
through our prayers and discernment. He has provided what we need, when we needed 
it. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank God for our leaders who have been 
dedicated to Building Christ’s Community for two years. While all of the details have not 
been known and there may have been uncertainty at times, our leaders have faithfully 
embraced this opportunity to engage God in a very intentional way -- often sacrificing 
their own desires for God’s will.  

Please also join me in thanking God for: 

• Our leaders and helpers throughout all of our committees and ministries. Without their 
continual efforts, we would not be able to bring Christ to those who seek Him, need 
Him and grow in Him. 

• Our Council whose primary function is to meet monthly to discuss the business of the 
church. However, at the outset of each meeting we get centered on God through 
prayer and devotion -- inviting God to have a seat. It has been amazing how many 
times He has shown up and brought life to our ordinary business! 

• Our Exec Team that has concentrated on getting to the heart of where God is calling 
our church community. Through hours and hours of conversations, God has provided a 
path and He nudges us to where our attention needs to be focused. 

• You, our congregational members, who have been so incredibly supportive and have 
shared your own gifts as we walk along on this journey together. 

I personally want to thank God for whispering in my ear and nudging me into this 
unexpected role a few years ago. Initially, I rejected this call for all the typical reasons---
not enough time, not sure I can really do this, fill in the ______, and you have every 
reason not to do it. But this is one time I am glad I listened to Him, and I hope to listen to 
Him more often. Through this role I have gotten to explore who I am, be in relationship 
with so many wonderful people and hear great God stories all along the way (often 
witnessing many of them). I also want to thank Pastor Jon who has been a great mentor 
to me. I am going to truly miss our regular weekly conversations.     (continued on Page 3) 
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Patient…Strive….Healthy….Balance….Listen….Open…Grow….Focus…Trust…Patient…Strive….Healthy….Balance….Listen….Open…Grow….Focus…Trust…Patient…Strive….Healthy….Balance….Listen….Open…Grow….Focus…Trust…Patient…Strive….Healthy….Balance….Listen….Open…Grow….Focus…Trust…    

What do these words have in common? They all describe what people at Our Fathers 
are looking to accomplish in the coming year. During a recent family night at 
confirmation, parents and students were challenged to find a word that they would 
make “their word” in the coming year. A word that God would want them to be about 
as God’s chosen children in baptism. Whatever they do in the coming year would work 
toward this word. This word would also help them live into their vows made at 
baptism.  

“…To receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:  to live with 
them among god’s faithful people, bring to them the word of God and the holy 
supper, teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in 
their hands the holy scriptures, and nurture them in faith and prayer, so that your 
children may learn and trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for 
others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.  Do you 
promise….”(ELW,p228) 

The list above is only a few of the many unique words chosen.   How about you? What 
word would you choose? 

Pastor Cathy 

Find out more about this idea from the book, One Word that will Change Your Life, 
http://getoneword.com 

I am thankful God gives us opportunities to step into and out of roles. Our vacancy in 
the treasurer position a couple of years ago created space for Nancy Varner to 
eventually move into the leadership role that she was truly called into as our treasurer, 
and it has led to Jim Strehlow becoming our new president. Our past secretary, Sharon 
Thomas, has not only done a great job capturing our meetings in the minutes but has 
been a great contributor to them as well. As her term came to an end at the Annual 
Meeting, she has felt the call to move into something else. 

So at this time, we have openings on our Exec Team for Vice President and Secretary. 
While these roles may not be your particular call, I encourage you to explore and listen 
to your heart---it just may be God nudging you into an unexpected role. Trust in Him 
and see what wonderful blessings He brings to your life.  

It has been an unforgettable gift for me to serve God in our church community and I 
can’t wait to see what else God has in store for us as we continue Building Christ’s 
Community! 

Blessings,  
Jeff Miller, Congregational President 



 

 

P a g e  4  
O u r  F a t h e r ’ s  N e w s  

What Is Your Stewardship New Year’s Resolution?What Is Your Stewardship New Year’s Resolution?What Is Your Stewardship New Year’s Resolution?What Is Your Stewardship New Year’s Resolution?    
When we think of stewardship we often think in terms of 
money but as 2014 begins, think about what is the hardest 
resource to give? What would it look like to give that first?  
What resource is most difficult to steward? For me the hardest 
resource to give and to steward is time.time.time.time. 

Stewardship is all about time. Time is God’s gift of life, measured not in minutes, hours, 
days or years; but rather measured in opportunities to be present with one another, to 
love one another as God has first loved us and to serve one another. We volunteer for 
various organizations, including the church. We still believe time is ours to keep, to use, 
or even waste. Yet, God cares about how we use all of our time, not just the small 
percentage that we give away to worship, fellowship, spiritual practice and 
volunteering.  

Like money, time is one of the resources that God has entrusted to our care to serve 
both God and neighbors. During 2014, do not focus solely on the ways that God is 
calling us to give our time to church, but how God is calling us to use all of our time to 
share God’s love and grace with the world. How is God calling us to use our time to live 
into our many vocations:  leader, spouse, mother, friends, Christian, neighbor, etc? 

The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10) is one of the best examples of what 
stewardship of your whole life looks like. The Samaritan stops his journey, for the sake 
of his neighbor and is moved with compassion.  This compassion changes his whole day.  
He gives away his day (time) to a stranger who is in need out of love and compassion.  
What does it look like to be available to love your neighbor even when it isn’t 
convenient?   

Consider making TimeTimeTimeTime your 2014 Stewardship Resolution. 

Submitted by Joyce Flury 

Thrivent Choice Dollars!Thrivent Choice Dollars!Thrivent Choice Dollars!Thrivent Choice Dollars!.. Thrivent members can pick where 
monies go to work in the community. Have you made the call to direct 
your Thrivent Choice Dollars to the charity of your choice for your 2013 
dollars? This is the last month you can do it for your 2013 dollars. 

Just call 1-800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” when prompted and you will be 
directed to a representative who will help you to designate your Choice Dollars.  
Please consider making OFLC your designated Thrivent Choice Charity.   
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Our Father’s Foundation News     Our Father’s Foundation News     Our Father’s Foundation News     Our Father’s Foundation News         
Even if it has been a cold winter so far, the Foundation would like 
to thank all of you for your warm hearts and thoughtful giving.  
Although we will be having our annual membership drive this 
spring, memberships  continue  to  come in!  As noted in  our flyer  
out  in  the narthex on the wall, we list other sources of income we 
would benefit from which include bequests in wills, revocable living trusts,  
beneficiary of life insurance policies, IRA, or other retirement plans, a life income 
agreement, such as charitable trust or gift annuity and/or as a life estate recipient.  
If you would like to further research opportunities to support OFLC Foundation, 
information may be found on the ELCA Foundation website at 
http://www.elca.org/foundation. There is a gift planning tab and a resource tab 
that link you to more information.  Our Fathers Lutheran Church members’ 
regional representative is Becky Palmgren,    her number is 763-464-3584.  She 
would love to help you with any questions or planning you may have or want to 
do.  These services through the ELCA are free of charge.  Your gifts are your legacy 
to our church and the greater Rockford community. Thank you again.        

Krista Fisher 

Women’s Ministry News Women’s Ministry News Women’s Ministry News Women’s Ministry News     
Lenten Soup SuppersLenten Soup SuppersLenten Soup SuppersLenten Soup Suppers    -- The Women’s Ministry committee will be serving a soup 
and sandwich supper prior to the worship service each Wednesday night during 
Lent (March 12 – April 9). Serving time will be from 5:30-6:45 pm. If you would 
be willing to furnish a dessert on one of those nights, please sign up on the bulletin 
board.  Proceeds after expenses will go to Feed My Starving Children. 

Women’s RetreatWomen’s RetreatWomen’s RetreatWomen’s Retreat    -- Join us at Camp Koronis on March 14March 14March 14March 14----15151515 for a fun and 
relaxing time away from home. Cathy Jones and Norie Siers will be our study 
leaders….topic to be determined later. The cost to attend is $60 which includes an 
overnight stay with breakfast and lunch on Saturday. To attend on Saturday only, 
the cost is $23. Add your name to the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board today.   
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LIFE & GROWTHLIFE & GROWTHLIFE & GROWTHLIFE & GROWTH    

PHONE NUMBER CHANGED?  EMAIL ADDRESS?  PHONE NUMBER CHANGED?  EMAIL ADDRESS?  PHONE NUMBER CHANGED?  EMAIL ADDRESS?  PHONE NUMBER CHANGED?  EMAIL ADDRESS?      
Have you cancelled your landline or changed your email?  Please help us keep our 
records up-to-date by notifying the church office at office@ourfatherschurch.org. 

Man GroupMan GroupMan GroupMan Group 
Join other men on Saturday, February 1st at 7:30 am as we talk about our lives and 
God’s plans. Contact Tom Dery with questions, (763) 477-6787. 

 

 

Men’s Retreat!Men’s Retreat!Men’s Retreat!Men’s Retreat! 
The Men’s retreat is approaching fast so don’t miss out; dates and times are Friday, Friday, Friday, Friday, 
March 7, 2014 (6:30 pm) thru Saturday March 8, 2014 (4:00 pm). March 7, 2014 (6:30 pm) thru Saturday March 8, 2014 (4:00 pm). March 7, 2014 (6:30 pm) thru Saturday March 8, 2014 (4:00 pm). March 7, 2014 (6:30 pm) thru Saturday March 8, 2014 (4:00 pm). Location: 
Lakeview Lodge at Koronis Ministries Paynesville, MN. Cost will be $70.00 each and 
this includes lodging and two meals on Saturday. Scholarships are available.  

New idea for this year is to encourage each attendee to unplug and refrain from cell 
or Wi-Fi activity. An emergency number can be provided. Sign-up sheet will be 
posted early February.  

February…hum… can’t think of what to get that special man in you life for 
Valentine’s Day. How about treating him to a relaxing retreat get-a-way. 

Payment should be turned into the church office. Make checks out to Our Father’s 
Lutheran Church (OFLC) with Men’s Retreat in the memo line. 

In past years we’ve met in Paynesville Friday evening for a meal and fellowship so 
watch the bulletin board for details on this year’s fellowship time. 

Any questions contact Brian Walton at (763) 477-5770. 
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    “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”      “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”      “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”      “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”      Acts 20:35 

 

Our Father’s Church is beginning a second year of faith based budgeting and faithful 
stewardship.  Faith based budgeting is allowing God to enter into our budget 
decisions and trusting that He will provide. 

Faithful stewardship is a way of giving thanks and expressing love to God for all of 
the blessings He has given us. Faithful stewardship at Our Father’s is an opportunity 
to give our time, talent and financial resources to support God’s work through our 
church.  

                                                                                                                        Our General Fund at a GlanceOur General Fund at a GlanceOur General Fund at a GlanceOur General Fund at a Glance    

December 2013December 2013December 2013December 2013 - Memorial & Special Gifts (these gifts are not included in General Fund)Memorial & Special Gifts (these gifts are not included in General Fund)Memorial & Special Gifts (these gifts are not included in General Fund)Memorial & Special Gifts (these gifts are not included in General Fund)    

• Gifts totaling $75 to Red Pew Hymnals   

• Gifts totaling $335 to Good Samaritan Fund  

• A gift of $3,400 towards Music Storage Cabinet 

• Gifts totaling $225 to Memorial Fund   

• A gift of $50 to the Kitchen Fund  

• Gifts totaling $50 to Love INC, $30 to MOPS & $247 to Foodshelf 

• A gift of $20 to Children’s Music  

• A gift of $30 to Thanksgiving Community Meal Ministry  

• Noisy Offering totaling $107 to “Making a Difference International”  

           Nancy Varner, Congregation Treasurer 

 

 Giving    

  General Fund 
2012 

January-December 

General FundGeneral FundGeneral FundGeneral Fund 
2013201320132013 

JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary––––DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember 

ContributionsContributionsContributionsContributions $232,193 $242,933$242,933$242,933$242,933 

ExpensesExpensesExpensesExpenses $223,787 $254,385$254,385$254,385$254,385 

Net of ContributionsNet of ContributionsNet of ContributionsNet of Contributions & Expenses& Expenses& Expenses& Expenses $8,406 ----$11,452$11,452$11,452$11,452 

Percentage 
Increase over 

2012 

5% 

14% 
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SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE            February 1 (Sat 5:00 pm)February 1 (Sat 5:00 pm)February 1 (Sat 5:00 pm)February 1 (Sat 5:00 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:   Sarah Sanderson 
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    February 2  (Sun 9:30 am)February 2  (Sun 9:30 am)February 2  (Sun 9:30 am)February 2  (Sun 9:30 am)        February 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)February 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)February 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)February 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Jen Boulton  Missy Rhodes 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Boy Scout Sunday 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Boy Scout Sunday 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Boy Scout Sunday 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Boy Scout Sunday 
NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP: Angie Weigel, Chloe Erickson 
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    February 9  (Sun 9:30 am)February 9  (Sun 9:30 am)February 9  (Sun 9:30 am)February 9  (Sun 9:30 am)        February 15   Sat 5:00 pm)February 15   Sat 5:00 pm)February 15   Sat 5:00 pm)February 15   Sat 5:00 pm) 
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Suzanne Otten  Paulette Podratz 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Michelle Andrew & Family 
 Ken & Lisa Condon 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Lisa Condon 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Michelle Andrew & Family 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Liz Nuytten, Suzanne Otten 
NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP: Kristin Doboszenski, Lindsey Condon 
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    February 16  (Sun 9:30 am)February 16  (Sun 9:30 am)February 16  (Sun 9:30 am)February 16  (Sun 9:30 am)        February 22 (Sat 5:00 pm)February 22 (Sat 5:00 pm)February 22 (Sat 5:00 pm)February 22 (Sat 5:00 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Barb Strehlow  Betsy Pennuto 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Eric & Liz Nuytten 
 Randy & Kerri Eberling 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Liz Nuytten 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Randy & Kerri Eberling 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Liz Nuytten, Barb Strehlow 
NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:    Jen Boulton 
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    February 23  (Sun 9:30 am)February 23  (Sun 9:30 am)February 23  (Sun 9:30 am)February 23  (Sun 9:30 am)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Becky Miller 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Harold & Lynne Greseth 
 Kevin & Sue Haugen 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Becky Miller 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Harold & Lynne Greseth 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Lynne Greseth, Kevin Haugen 
NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP: Jacki Ellis, Sam Vraspir 



 

 



 

 

 February 2014February 2014February 2014February 2014



 

 

WednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesday ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday FridayFridayFridayFriday SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday 

29292929 30303030 31313131 1111 

      7:30 am Man Meeting 
9:30 am Baptism Class 
5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship 

5555 6666 7777 8888 

Cub Scouts, Den 1 Pk 490 

5:45 pm Ringers of Light 
7:00 pm Parent/Student  
Confirmation Night 
7:00 pm Rejoice Singers 
7:00 pm Scouts Faith and  
Family 

7:00 pm Living Your 
Strengths 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts, Den 2 

9:30 am MOPS Member 
Meeting 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 

5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship 

12121212 13131313 14141414 15151515 

12:00 pm American Red Cross 
Blood Mobile 
1:00 pm Rebekah Circle 
5:45 pm Ringers of Light 
6:30 pm Cub Scouts, Den 3,  
Pk 490 
7:00 pm Confirmation 
7:00 pm Rejoice Singers 

6:30 pm Brownie Girl Scouts, 
Troop 15016 
7:00 pm Living Your 
Strengths 

7:30 pm AA Meeting 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship 

19191919 20202020 21212121 22222222 

9:00 am Sewing/Knitting Group 
5:45 pm Ringers of Light 
7:00 pm Confirmation 
7:00 pm Rejoice Singers 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE 
5:30 pm Daisy Girl Scouts 
7:00 pm Living Your 
Strengths 

9:30 am MOPS Member 
Meeting 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 

5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship 

26262626 27272727 28282828 1111 

 

5:45 pm Ringers of Light 
7:00 pm Confirmation 
7:00 pm Rejoice Singers 

7:00 pm Living Your 
Strengths 

7:30 pm AA Meeting 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship 
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 MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE            March 1  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 1  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 1  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 1  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:   Paulette Podratz 
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    March 2  (Sun 9:30 am)March 2  (Sun 9:30 am)March 2  (Sun 9:30 am)March 2  (Sun 9:30 am)        March 5  (Ash Wed 5:30 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 5:30 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 5:30 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 5:30 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Suzanne Otten  Betsy Pennuto 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Mike & Pam Hoekstra & Family 
 Larry & Joan Johnson  March 5  (Ash Wed 7:15 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 7:15 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 7:15 pm)March 5  (Ash Wed 7:15 pm)     
READER:READER:READER:READER: Pam Hoekstra   Sarah Sanderson 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Larry & Joan Johnson 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Pam Hoekstra, Joan Johnson  March 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 8  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP:NURSERY HELP: Jennifer & Jessica Deshaw  Betsy Pennuto 
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    March 9  (Sun 9:30 am)March 9  (Sun 9:30 am)March 9  (Sun 9:30 am)March 9  (Sun 9:30 am)        March 12  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 12  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 12  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 12  (Wed 7:15 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Jen Boulton  Sarah Sanderson 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: GIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAY    
READER:READER:READER:READER: GIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAY  March 15  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 15  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 15  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 15  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    GIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAY        Betsy Pennuto 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: GIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAYGIRL SCOUT SUNDAY 
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    March 16  (Sun 9:30 am)March 16  (Sun 9:30 am)March 16  (Sun 9:30 am)March 16  (Sun 9:30 am)        March 19  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 19  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 19  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 19  (Wed 7:15 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Becky Miller  Becky Miller 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: John & Amy Krcil & Family 
 Stephanie Millen & Family  March 22  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 22  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 22  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 22  (Sat 5:00 pm)     
READER:READER:READER:READER: Stephanie Millen  Paulette Podratz 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    John & Amy Krcil & Family 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Norie Siers, Becky Miller     
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    March 23  (Sun 9:30 am)March 23  (Sun 9:30 am)March 23  (Sun 9:30 am)March 23  (Sun 9:30 am)        March 26  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 26  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 26  (Wed 7:15 pm)March 26  (Wed 7:15 pm)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Barb Strehlow  Jen Boulton 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Myron & Shirley Neilson 
 Laurie Hanson, Dee Setula  March 29  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 29  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 29  (Sat 5:00 pm)March 29  (Sat 5:00 pm) 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Laurie Hanson  Sarah Sanderson 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Myron & Shirley Neilson 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Laurie Hanson, Barb Strehlow  
 
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE    March 30  (Sun 9:30 am)March 30  (Sun 9:30 am)March 30  (Sun 9:30 am)March 30  (Sun 9:30 am)     
SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD:SERVICE COORD: Tari Brase 
USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS:USHERS/GREETERS: Scott & Amy Voss & Family 
 David & Cortney Dawson & Family 
READER:READER:READER:READER: Marilyn Nelson 
COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:COMM PREP/CLEANUP:    Scott & Amy Voss & Family 
COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST:COMM ASST: Amy Voss, Tari Brase  
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVEOPPORTUNITIES TO SERVEOPPORTUNITIES TO SERVEOPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE    
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RiverWorks Food Shelf February RiverWorks Food Shelf February RiverWorks Food Shelf February RiverWorks Food Shelf February 
Focus Focus Focus Focus ––––    Instant Mashed PotatoesInstant Mashed PotatoesInstant Mashed PotatoesInstant Mashed Potatoes    

RiverWorks Food Shelf and the Rockford Masonic Lodge RiverWorks Food Shelf and the Rockford Masonic Lodge RiverWorks Food Shelf and the Rockford Masonic Lodge RiverWorks Food Shelf and the Rockford Masonic Lodge – 
Matching Funds Matching Funds Matching Funds Matching Funds ...until Friday, February 28, 2014 
The Rockford Masonic Lodge in coordination with Minnesota Masonic 
Charities will match any amount donated to the Masonic Food Shelf Fund.   

This means for every $1.00 you donate to the Masonic Food Shelf Fund, the This means for every $1.00 you donate to the Masonic Food Shelf Fund, the This means for every $1.00 you donate to the Masonic Food Shelf Fund, the This means for every $1.00 you donate to the Masonic Food Shelf Fund, the 
RiverWorks Food Shelf will receive $2.00!RiverWorks Food Shelf will receive $2.00!RiverWorks Food Shelf will receive $2.00!RiverWorks Food Shelf will receive $2.00!    

The Rockford Masonic Lodge has been part of the Rockford community since 
1857. The Masonic Lodge recognizes that the need to serve the community 
and support the local food shelf has never been greater which has prompted 
them to take action with this initiative. 

• Donations must be sent to BANKWEST in Rockford c/o “Masonic Food 
Shelf Fund” and must be received by February 28, 2014. February 28, 2014. February 28, 2014. February 28, 2014.    

• 100% of the funds will be donated to the RiverWorks Food Shelf. Any 
donations over $100 will automatically receive a receipt for tax purposes. 

The Masonic Food Shelf Fund will match up to $25,000 donated to the The Masonic Food Shelf Fund will match up to $25,000 donated to the The Masonic Food Shelf Fund will match up to $25,000 donated to the The Masonic Food Shelf Fund will match up to $25,000 donated to the 
Masonic Food Shelf Fund.  This would bring it up to $50,000 for our food Masonic Food Shelf Fund.  This would bring it up to $50,000 for our food Masonic Food Shelf Fund.  This would bring it up to $50,000 for our food Masonic Food Shelf Fund.  This would bring it up to $50,000 for our food 
shelf. Help us reach our goal!!shelf. Help us reach our goal!!shelf. Help us reach our goal!!shelf. Help us reach our goal!!    

Any questions, please contact Eric Halberg at (612) 232-4773. 



 

 

    RiverWorks Store RiverWorks Store RiverWorks Store RiverWorks Store     
Your community thrift store. Proceeds used to enhance current 
and future programs to strengthen our community. 

Store HoursStore HoursStore HoursStore Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm and 
Saturday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm.  Accepting donations during 
regular business hours. The RiverWorks Store is located in the 
Rockford Mall.    
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ALL COMMITTEE NIGHT      Tuesday, February 11ALL COMMITTEE NIGHT      Tuesday, February 11ALL COMMITTEE NIGHT      Tuesday, February 11ALL COMMITTEE NIGHT      Tuesday, February 11thththth at 6:30 pm at 6:30 pm at 6:30 pm at 6:30 pm    

Love In the Name of ChristLove In the Name of ChristLove In the Name of ChristLove In the Name of Christ----Heartland Heartland Heartland Heartland  
Being involved in the Bedding Ministry has been God's 
Blessing to us at Our Father's. We have met over 85 families in 
2014. Thank you to all for all the donated bedding items! 

Current needs: -  Kitchen towels and dishcloths 

 -  Pillows (new please) 

WIDOW AND WIDOWERS GROUP WIDOW AND WIDOWERS GROUP WIDOW AND WIDOWERS GROUP WIDOW AND WIDOWERS GROUP will be 
meeting on Thursday, February 13th at 4:00 pm at the Lee’s 
Kitchen (formerly China Buffet) in Rockford. 
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Our Father’s Sewing/Knitting/Quilting GroupOur Father’s Sewing/Knitting/Quilting GroupOur Father’s Sewing/Knitting/Quilting GroupOur Father’s Sewing/Knitting/Quilting Group –  

February sessions will be Monday, February 17th, 6:00 -  
9:00 pm and Wednesday, February 19th from 9 am - 12 pm. 
You’re welcome to bring your own project or work on one of 
ours. Join us in the conference room (Room 102) for a relaxing 
“Knit and Stitch” whenever you’re able.  

OFLC MOPS OFLC MOPS OFLC MOPS OFLC MOPS serves and provides a nurturing space 
for all mothers.  If you have children between the 
ages of birth to kindergarten and you are available 
on Friday mornings, joins us for a from 9:30 - 11:30 
am. Your firstMOPS meeting on the 1st and 3rd 
Fridays of every month  meeting is FREE!  

For more information visit our website at: 
http://www. ourfatherschurch.org/MOPS or contact 
Kelly Kinnan at 612-483-4379. 

 

www.MOPS.org 
www.ourfatherschurch.org/MOPS  

 

Save the Date! March 23Save the Date! March 23Save the Date! March 23Save the Date! March 23rdrdrdrd    
Easter Eggstravaganza and Easter Eggstravaganza and Easter Eggstravaganza and Easter Eggstravaganza and     

Basket Silent AuctionBasket Silent AuctionBasket Silent AuctionBasket Silent Auction    

OFLC MOPS  will host the 3rd Annual Easter Event on  
Sunday, March 23Sunday, March 23Sunday, March 23Sunday, March 23rdrdrdrd, 10:30 am , 10:30 am , 10:30 am , 10:30 am –––– 12:30 pm 12:30 pm 12:30 pm 12:30 pm:  Invite 
your family and friends for breakfast, crafts, activities 
and fun!  Watch for more details in the Bulletin, March 
OFLC Newsletter, and on the OFLC MOPS Bulletin 
Board in the main hallway by the church office.  

Our Father’s Lutheran Church Mothers of PreschoolersOur Father’s Lutheran Church Mothers of PreschoolersOur Father’s Lutheran Church Mothers of PreschoolersOur Father’s Lutheran Church Mothers of Preschoolers    
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KIDS & YOUTH NEWSKIDS & YOUTH NEWSKIDS & YOUTH NEWSKIDS & YOUTH NEWS    

Baptism ClassBaptism ClassBaptism ClassBaptism Class    
Are you making plans for a baptism? We’ll meet Saturday, February 1st at  
9:30 am to discuss God’s sacramental gift of baptism. Contact Pastor Jon with 
questions. 

P a g e  1 3  

Looking for Nursery Assistants Looking for Nursery Assistants Looking for Nursery Assistants Looking for Nursery Assistants ––––    Looking for a way to serve?  Do 
you love kids?  Interested in providing a little space and support for 
families with little ones?  We need two caregivers each Sunday morning 
in the nursery during the 9:30 am worship service.  Sign up on board 
posted on nursery door. 

Learning TogetherLearning TogetherLearning TogetherLearning Together    
As Education at Our Fathers heads into a new year we are wondering the best way 
we can build Christ’s Community through teaching. We have been looking to our 
baptismal promises as we begin worship and praying and asking what this means for 
us today. We are called to support and pray not only for our own children, but for 
our faith community as well. We, in fact, promise to do so.  

How are you doing helping other’s....” to live with them among God’s faithful 
people, bring to them the word of God and the Holy Supper, teach them the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in their hands the holy 
scriptures, and nurture them in faith and prayer, so that your children may learn and 
trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world 
God made, and work for justice and peace.” (ELW, pg 228)  

Looking for something to do this summer? Looking for something to do this summer? Looking for something to do this summer? Looking for something to do this summer? We are looking 

for a individual (or a group of individuals) to help us plan our 2014 2014 2014 2014 

Vacation Bible School programVacation Bible School programVacation Bible School programVacation Bible School program. If interested or have questions, 

contact Pastor Cathy. 



 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDIESADULT BIBLE STUDIESADULT BIBLE STUDIESADULT BIBLE STUDIES    
Sunday MorningsSunday MorningsSunday MorningsSunday Mornings 
Living Your Strengths Living Your Strengths Living Your Strengths Living Your Strengths book study has begun! But it’s not too late to 
join. 

• The books, “Living Your Strengths” are available on the table 
by the church office (there is a short, finding your strengths 
survey that provided in the book). 

• Join us at either sessions: 

8:15 am Sundays8:15 am Sundays8:15 am Sundays8:15 am Sundays    
7:00 pm Thursdays7:00 pm Thursdays7:00 pm Thursdays7:00 pm Thursdays    

See Sharon Thomas or Pastor Cathy if you have questions. 

Every Tuesday Morning at 10 am Every Tuesday Morning at 10 am Every Tuesday Morning at 10 am Every Tuesday Morning at 10 am     
Together, we discuss our lives and God’s promises. All are 
welcome. Contact Pastor Cathy or Pastor Jon for info.    

Wednesday Afternoon (February 12Wednesday Afternoon (February 12Wednesday Afternoon (February 12Wednesday Afternoon (February 12thththth) at 1 pm) at 1 pm) at 1 pm) at 1 pm    
Women’s Study Women’s Study Women’s Study Women’s Study (Rebekah Circle) – Woman of Endor, A Seer and Communicator Woman of Endor, A Seer and Communicator Woman of Endor, A Seer and Communicator Woman of Endor, A Seer and Communicator 

Theme Verses:  Theme Verses:  Theme Verses:  Theme Verses:  “Then Saul said to his servants, ‘Seek out for me a woman who is 
a medium, so that I may go to her and inquire of her.’ His servants said to him, 
‘There is a medium at Endor.”    1 Samuel 28:7    

Saturday Morning (February 1Saturday Morning (February 1Saturday Morning (February 1Saturday Morning (February 1stststst) ) ) ) at 7:30 amat 7:30 amat 7:30 amat 7:30 am 
MAN MeetingMAN MeetingMAN MeetingMAN Meeting - All men welcome!  Join us  Saturday, February 1st  at 7:30 am.  
Hot coffee and treats provided!  Questions?  Contact Tom Dery at  
477-6787. 
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CHURCH WEBSITECHURCH WEBSITECHURCH WEBSITECHURCH WEBSITE - Worship service announcements, readings, gospel, and 
sermon are available in mp3 format for easy downloading at 
ourfatherschurch.orgourfatherschurch.orgourfatherschurch.orgourfatherschurch.org.  .  .  .  We are also looking for other ideas for improving the 
website.  You can give ideas to Pam Reed at (webmaster@ourfatherschurch.orgwebmaster@ourfatherschurch.orgwebmaster@ourfatherschurch.orgwebmaster@ourfatherschurch.org).).).). 



 

 

 
    

AVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCEAVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCEAVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCEAVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCE        

    December 2013  
  Sundays - 122 Saturdays - 63 

 December 2012 
 Sundays - 150 

 
 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP JOIN US FOR WORSHIP JOIN US FOR WORSHIP JOIN US FOR WORSHIP     

    5:00 pm Saturday Worship 

 8:15 am Sunday School / Adult Education 

 9:30 am Sunday Worship  
 
 

OFFICE HOURSOFFICE HOURSOFFICE HOURSOFFICE HOURS    

    Monday 12 Noon - 4:00 pm 
 Tuesday 12 Noon - 6:00 pm 
 Wednesday 12 Noon - 6:00 pm 
 Thursday 9:30 am - 4:00 pm 
 Friday 9:30 am - 12:30 pm 

 

OUR FATHER’S INFORMATION  
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COUNCILCOUNCILCOUNCILCOUNCIL    
    

President President President President     
Jim Strehlow 498-7652
  
Past PresidentPast PresidentPast PresidentPast President    
Jeff Miller 477-4096 
 

Vice President Vice President Vice President Vice President         
Open 
 

SecretarySecretarySecretarySecretary    
Open 
 

TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer   
Nancy Varner 498-7883 
 

CommunicationsCommunicationsCommunicationsCommunications 
Amy Field (612) 237-3884 
 

Bldg & GroundsBldg & GroundsBldg & GroundsBldg & Grounds        
Paul Mutterer 477-6924 
    

EducationEducationEducationEducation    
Dan Reed 479-4007 
    

Evangelism Evangelism Evangelism Evangelism         
Open 
 

PersonnelPersonnelPersonnelPersonnel    
 Jen Boulton (612) 636-0466 
    

Social ConcernsSocial ConcernsSocial ConcernsSocial Concerns        
Lynne Greseth 682-5486 
 

StewardshipStewardshipStewardshipStewardship    
Joyce Flury 477-6021 
 

Women’s MinistryWomen’s MinistryWomen’s MinistryWomen’s Ministry    
Open 
 

Worship & MusicWorship & MusicWorship & MusicWorship & Music    
Norie Siers 477-5218 
 

YouthYouthYouthYouth    
Brian Walton 477-5770 
 

FoundationFoundationFoundationFoundation    
Krista Fisher (612) 916-0139 

Welcome Child of God!Welcome Child of God!Welcome Child of God!Welcome Child of God!    
Milee Joe Schendel, daughter of Nicholas 
Schendel and Gina Strait was baptized on  
January 5th.  Sponsors were Justin and Hope 
Schendel, Mitchell Utes and Nicoles Marcotte. 

STATISTICS 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service Ash Wednesday Worship Service Ash Wednesday Worship Service Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
will be held on March 5th at will be held on March 5th at will be held on March 5th at will be held on March 5th at     

5:30 and 7:15 pm.5:30 and 7:15 pm.5:30 and 7:15 pm.5:30 and 7:15 pm.    



 

 

NONPROFIT ORG 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

PRESORTED 

ROCKFORD, MN  

PERMIT NO. 5 

Our Father’s Lutheran Church 

3903 Gilbert Ave SE 

Rockford, MN 55373 

Office: 763-477-6300 

Fax: 763-477-7092 

Find us on 

Facebook 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

                    

Weekly WorshipWeekly WorshipWeekly WorshipWeekly Worship    
    

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    
EEEEducation Hour 8:15 am ducation Hour 8:15 am ducation Hour 8:15 am ducation Hour 8:15 am     

Worship 9:30 amWorship 9:30 amWorship 9:30 amWorship 9:30 am    
Fellowship and Brunch follows Fellowship and Brunch follows Fellowship and Brunch follows Fellowship and Brunch follows 

WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship    
    

SSSSATURDAYATURDAYATURDAYATURDAY    
Worship 5:00 pm Worship 5:00 pm Worship 5:00 pm Worship 5:00 pm     

ourfatherschurch.org 


