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Sarah’s Journey 

My faith journey has been a pretty rocky path. For a long time, I didn’t really want God in my life. I was afraid of 

what He might want me to do in this world, and I had lots of plans for things that I wanted to do. I thought that 

spending time learning about God was adequate. This indifference toward God’s love and grace led me to a very 

dark place full of self-loathing, depression and addiction. Some years weren’t so dramatic, but I filled that space with 

a lot of busyness so I didn’t have to look at the empty part of my heart that never felt at peace.  Some day I’ll share 

more about that time, but today I bring it up to serve as a contrast to my life today. I’d like to let you in on this past 

year as it still shocks me...and I’m the one living it! 

A year ago in September, my mom died of lung cancer. She had been diagnosed only 9 months earlier. It was a 

tough time, and I spent a lot of energy stuffing my feelings even as I cared for her physically. There was one 

moment that really hit me. She asked the Hospice Chaplain if her faith and spiritual life has been enough to get her 

in to heaven. I was shocked, because I always assumed she’d go to heaven. I never wondered if her faith was 

“enough.” It made me start questioning what “enough faith” looked like. 

I decided that I wanted to know God. I didn’t want to wonder if I had “enough God” at the end of my days. 

Deciding to know God is not enough. It also requires action, and that led me to Our Father’s. I started talking to 

Pastor Jon and started coming to church. I started to pray again, actually talking to God instead of saying prayers 

from memory. I added quiet time to my day, which taught me to hear God. I started to read the Bible—but not just to 

say that I’ve read the Bible—I wanted to read the words of God. I don’t know when the miracle happened as it crept 

up on me slowly, but suddenly I realized that God is here! In my heart! In my life! 

God has been pursuing me this whole time. I couldn’t see it or feel it. I didn’t think I wanted it. The moment I turned 

around to look for Him, He was right there waiting with open arms.  

I pray that everyone can encounter God in this way. If you want God, He is right there! I encourage everyone to do 

just one more thing to meet God. If you don’t pray, start praying. If you’ve never read the Bible, today is a great day 

to start. If you already pray and read the Bible, find a friend and talk about faith. Come to church because you want 

to know God, not just to check it off of your list. Ask God to come into your heart! Any fear you may have will be 

wiped away by God’s love and grace! 

I’ve spent most of my life trying to know about God. Now I want to know God, and that has made all the difference. 

Sarah Dahl, Wendy Gustafson and Michelle Miller at MomCon 

Sarah and daughter Mary putting hand-
prints on the combine 



Random Acts of Service 
How we surprised and delighted our neighbors on God's Work, Our Hands Serve Day 

—Amy Blake Field 

Rally Sunday is traditionally a time to look within one's congregation. A time to gear 

up for another year of Christian education, fellowship and ministry. It's a return to 

comfort and routine. This year, we did something pretty radical on Rally Sunday: 

We looked outside of ourselves and joined Pastor Kimberly Buffie and her budding 

church House of Grace to extend God's love through random acts of service.  

On September 7, about 25 people gathered up their lawn tools 

and ventured over to Montrose for God's Work, Our Hands Serve Day. Small groups rolled up their 

sleeves to clean parks, clear the overgrowth around the "Welcome to Montrose" signs and canvas 

residential neighborhoods with open-ended offers of help.   

With no knowledge of whose door they were knocking on or how the homeowner might react, groups 

cheerfully explained that they were ready and willing to serve and asked for a task. Throughout the 

course of the afternoon, we gathered fallen branches, stacked wood, mowed lawns, tore down an old 

fence and finished countless other tasks for unsuspecting yet grateful neighbors.  

Our interaction with one family was particularly memorable: When we approached a gentleman with 

our offer of help, he seemed uncomfortable and repeatedly thanked us, but declined. As we were making our way down 

the street, a woman and her daughter began flagging us down from the direction we just came. She was the wife of the 

kind man who had just declined us, and she said, "If you're offering to help, we would gladly accept that gift." We spent 

the rest of the day cleaning their yard and getting to know our new friends. As it turns out, the couple has six children, 

and weeding the yard simply had not taken priority over making summer memories with their kids. The mother of six 

repeatedly remarked how the work we were doing was "the best thing that has 

happened to us in a really long time." Our kids played with their kids. And we 

all enjoyed a heartfelt and memorable afternoon of service together.  

Before we had set out that day, I'm not sure any of us felt certainty about 

knocking on a stranger's door to show God's love and offer service to an 

unsuspecting neighbor. That's a scary prospect! But we quickly found that 

when one is equipped with a bravery fueled by God and the support of the 

friends serving alongside you, truly amazing things can happen!  

A Joyful Noise 

—Michelle Miller 

September was an exciting month for our little ones as the 
new playground was built and blessed! And our early 
snowfall isn’t deterring anyone! These days, there are 
simply a few more pairs of boots and snow pants in the 
entryway... 

Special thanks to all those who helped plan, fund and 
install our amazing new play space. The sounds of 
children's laughter can now be heard loud and clear 
through the kitchen door. What a joyful noise! 

Adapted from Psalm 150:  
"God has given us a glorious playground; let us have fun together. Climb to the top of the stairs and then slide down 
the shiny slope with shrieks of glee. Chase your friends in a game of tag, throw your arms around everyone in a giant 
hug. Swing from the monkey bars with excitement and joy. Let our games, our imaginings, our activities announce to  
all that this is God’s playground. God gave it to us to enjoy together. Come! Praise God in God’s playground!”  



Fostering Faith in Families 
—Cathy Jones 

Remember when children came running out of their Sunday School classrooms, meeting their parents and handing them 
a craft wet with glue and glitter? Parents greeted their children warmly as they asked, “What did you make?” and “Did you 
have fun?” Then they head out the door to return next week. It’s a scene that has repeated itself over generations….why 
on earth would we change it? 

Statistics show that Sunday School attendance across the nation has dropped over 60% in the last decade. The reasons 
are many: People working more on Sundays, extracurricular activities such as sports are being scheduled Sunday 
mornings, families traveling on weekends to see parents and grandparents who live farther away, and blended families 
switching households on weekends.  Many things in our present culture keep us from being present on Sunday mornings. 
So how do our children learn about God when the typical American family only attends church once a month? 
Furthermore, only 23% of Americans attend church on a regular basis. Hearing these statistics, I wonder why we would 

not change the way we do education as a faith community! 

We need to equip families—not just children—to be  followers of Jesus. This requires space to learn and practice 
together. Singing, praying, hearing the stories from the Bible; watching parents and other caring adults “do” faith. Seeing 
children report on where and how they hear and see God helps us as adults grow, as well. It gives us hope. Not hope for 

things that were, but a hope for equipping families 
to be grounded in faith.  

As the Bible tells us in the sixth chapter of 
Deuteronomy, we are called to teach our children 
the word of God; not just during Sunday School and 
worship, but to weave those teachings into multiple 
aspects of everyday life: “These commandments 
that I give to you today are to be on your hearts. 
Impress them on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up.”  

That means that a child’s primary caregiver--

parents, grandparents, and other trusted adults—

who spend the most time with them also carry the 

responsibility to nurture their faith. It’s about being 

equipped to take advantage of those “teachable 

moments” in life to share God’s word. That’s an 

awesome responsibility! Which is exactly what 

Family Faith Formation aims to achieve.   

What parents are saying about Family Faith Formation 

“I grew up in a typical Scandanavian household where we didn’t really 
talk about God. Faith was private. As a result, I felt ill-equipped as a 
parent to nurture my own daughter’s faith. Family Faith Formation is a 
relaxed and fun atmosphere where we explore the Bible, talk about 
God’s love for us, and learn ways to integrate faith at home.”  

—Amy Field 

 

“We like the fact that it is scheduled time when we can discuss faith 

topics together as a family.” 

—Amy Krcil 

 

“Family Faith Formation has also transformed how we engage with 
the Bible in our own home. We no longer just say “Now I lay me down 
to sleep…” but instead we have slowed down and taken the time to 
read a children’s Bible devotional and our prayers have developed 
into a greater depth. The best part is that we get to see where the 
hearts of our children are at, and that is the greatest blessing of all.” 

—Michelle Miller 

The Bible Through a Child’s Eyes 

“I love to read the bible with my mom, dad and sister. The bible 

calms me down. It makes me feel good and 

special. It helps me learn about God and all  

the wonderful gifts he has for us. 

Learning about God and Jesus is awesome. It 

helps me to stop worrying about what is going 

to happen later and have fun now. I heard on 

the radio when we were listening to Christian 

music that every day is a surprise, and that’s 

why they call it the present. 

I bet everyone would enjoy reading the bible. The bible gives you 

courage. The bible helps you to be confident. The times when I 

read the bible with my family are some of the best moments of  

my life.” 

—Marissa Miller, age 10 

A typical morning at Family Faith Formation begins 
with music facilitated by the choir, diving into a Bible 

story, and participating in games and crafts to help 
drive the message home.  



Lunch Box Fever flourishes with help from 
RiverWorks, Youth with a Mission —Marilyn Nelson 

Lunch Box Fever (LBF) 
celebrated another 
inspiring and successful 
summer serving local 
families. This year, more 
than 100 volunteers 
prepared and delivered 
lunches to an average of 
80 kids a day from June 
through late August.  
 
When this program began 
eight years ago, we fed 11 
kids from five families.  
Talk about growth! 
Because the program 
expanded so quickly, the 
decision was made to 
move LBF under the 
RiverWorks umbrella so 
we could take advantage 
of the food shelf 

partnerships. And since 
the kitchen at OFLC does 
not currently meet state 
licensing standards, 
RiverWorks helped us 
collaborate with Youth 
with a Mission (YWAM) to 
use their kitchen to 
prepare meals The folks 
at YWAM welcomed us 
with open arms and 
blessed us with their 
support. We made many 
new friends during our 
time sharing the beautiful 
YWAM facility!  
 
These changes were 
significant ones for Lunch 
Box Fever. Some were 
concerned that the 
transfer to RiverWorks 

families, YWAM, and area 
food shelves.  
 
Many of the families we 
served this summer 
expressed their heartfelt 
thanks for Lunch Box 
Fever:  
 

 "You were a blessing to 
us."   

 "I don't know how we 
would have made it 
through the summer 
without you."   

 "The kids loved the 
food!” 

 "I never thought I would 
have to ask for help to 
feed my kids.  Thank 
you for making it 
easier." 

would negatively impact the 
service provided and the 
families reached. After all, 
the heart of Lunch Box 
Fever is in our church! 
However, God was with us 
as we not only experienced 
a smooth transition, but an 
abundance of donations, 
volunteers and supporters 
to see us through.  
 
One exciting development 
this summer was an 
incredible donation of food 
from General Mills. Nancy 
Van Sickle helped us to get 
about 1000 cases (12,000 
boxes) of hamburger helper 
and chicken helper! We 
were able to distribute all of 
this food to our LBF 

 

Rearing to Go 
Harvester of Hope Stands at the Ready to Change Lives in Tanzania —Paul Bolstad 

The Harvesters of Hope project is entering an interesting phase. We have learned that it is as challenging to ship 
a used combine to Africa as it is to find, buy, modify and raise the funds for it! Through trial and error, we have 
learned that it is simply impossible to get any one transport company to handle the shipment all the way from 
Rockford to Iringa. But we have now reached a decision to divide up the different legs of the shipment journey on 
the advice of Cheetah representative, Paul Larsen. Right now we are in the process of selecting an agent to  
handle all the necessary documentation and to advise us as to what we need to provide from this end.  
 
In any case, the combine is rearing to go…sitting at Steve Strehlow’s shop. All the work to modify the combine 
has been done, spare parts have been purchased, and basic repair tools have been purchased to send along. 
We expect to be able to ship the combine by mid-January or sooner, with arrival in Iringa around mid-March, 
which leaves plenty of time to run and test the machine before the harvest begins around mid-July.  
 
Please pray for us as we complete this work. Pray that we get the right agency to handle our container without 
costly delays; pray that customs officials will be honest and efficient in their work and that we will get the help we 
need in Iringa in off-loading and getting our machine operational. Finally, pray that this project will help many 
farming families to process their harvest with almost no losses, and get the money they need for their children’s 
education, health and well-being. Amen. 



The Financial Scoop 
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that having sufficiency in all things at all times, you 
may abound in every good work.  

Good news: Donations to special needs and causes has 
been incredibly generous this year! To date, these 
donations have nearly doubled over 2013!  

 

The most generous outpouring of monetary donations 
has been just over $19,000 for the Harvester of Hope 
combine for Tanzania project. Our playground fund 
project received $15,440 in monetary donations, and a 
massive amount of volunteer hours and hospitality was 
donated by members and friends of the church to install 
the new playground. 

 

Over $4,500 in monetary donations as well as countless 
volunteer hours, meal preparation and meal delivery was 
donated to the Lunch Box Fever program. Donations 
have also been received for Kids Against Hunger, 
Rockford STRIVE program, House of Grace, MN Adult & 
Teen Challenge, CCFA Crohn’s Disease, Ray Menard 
Family Fund, Ebola Aid Fund, the Good Samaritan Fund, 
Love INC and our local foodshelf.  

 

A new fundraiser taken on this year has been the 
labeling of a bi-monthly newsletter for Wright Hennepin 
Electric. Diane Dorrel has been recruiting the large 
number of volunteers needed each time to label the 
newsletters. Each month we complete the mailing, we 
earn dollars that are used to support specific groups and 
causes: 
 

 April: $500 to our Music Department and $500 to the 
Harvester of Hope Combine Fund 

 June: $500 to our Music Department and $500 to the 
OFLC Foundation 

 August: $1,000 to House of Grace Church 

 October: $1,000 towards youth who will attend the 
2015 ELCA National Youth Gathering 

 

On the other hand… 

As a member of our church family, you should be aware 

that our General Fund has been struggling. For the 

last three months in a row, donations have fallen short of 

expenses by roughly $4-5,000 each month. General 

Fund gaps are typical throughout the year, but the 

difference now is that over the last two years, we have 

slowly depleted the cash reserve we historically keep on 

hand for the periodic upticks in General Fund expenses. 

At this time, Our General Fund is operating at a 

deficit just shy of $18,000.  

While the holiday season does bring with it an increase in 

overall giving, we should all be mindful and prayerful of 

the current state of our finances. We look to 2 Corinthians 

for hope and reassurance: “God is able to make all grace 

abound to you, so that having sufficiency in all things at 

all times, you may abound in every good work.” 

Give to the Max 
How “The Great Minnesota Give-Together” is 

helping Build Christ’s Community 

On November 13, Our Father’s participated in Give to the 
Max Day, a 24-hour online giving marathon where 
Minnesotans are encouraged to make donations to their 
favorite nonprofits. Our Father’s participated for the 
second year in a row, and with good result! Our online 
campaign brought in just over $2,100, excluding the 
$4,500 in matching funds still up for grabs.  
 

Give to the Max Campaign  
Extended through November 30 
While Give to the Max Day is clearly geared toward online 
giving, we understand that there are many who prefer the 
offering plate to the Internet.  
 
To encourage “offline” participation, we are extending our 
Give to the Max campaign through Sunday, November 30. 
During that time, we welcome your Give to the Max 
donations in the form of cash or check (be sure to write 
“Give to the Max” in the memo line). You can find Give to 
the Max donation envelopes in your pew.  
 
You may still donate by going to our website: 
ourfatherschurch.org 
 

What your gift can do 

Your 2014 Give to the Max Day donation to Our Father's 

will be applied toward the General Fund, which pays for 

things like Bibles for youth, baptism supplies, prayer 

crosses, worship music and Bible studies; it supports our 

MOPS ministry, Lunch Box Fever, confirmation, Family 

Faith Formation, and provides benevolence contributions 

to River Works Food Shelf, Love, INC., the greater ELCA 

church and much more.  

Without the General Fund, the lights would be on and the 

building would be warm, but perhaps there wouldn't be 

much "Building Christ's Community" going on. The 

General Fund is an essential tool that helps us extend 

Hospitality, Relationships, Teaching and Service.  



“For where two or three are gathered in my name,  

there am I among them.” Matthew 18:20 

 

Vacation Bible School students soak 
up the sun and our Savior! 

 

Budding musicians perform during 
worship  

Children joyfully welcome the new 
playground  

Congratulations Wayne Olfert,  
2014 Rockford Commodore 

Brian Nichols’ amazing book about 
Jenny’s battle with anti-NMDA 

Our sewing & knitting group donated 
handmade quilts to Vinland Center 

The Love, INC. annual sleep out 
welcomed campers and friends 

 

MOPS ministry encourages mothers 
to “Be You, Bravely” in 2014 

Special thanks to the Cub Scouts for 
helping to clean our church grounds! 

God’s blessings to our 2014 
Confirmands! 

At River Days, we engaged the 
community with a new prayer wall 

We laid our hands on the combine to 
bless its journey and its work 


