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Longest Night/Blue Christmas  

 

December 21st, 7pm 

 

 

Our Father’s Lutheran Church 

3903 Gilbert Ave SE, Rockford, MN 55373 

Phone: 763-477-6300 

Email: office@ourfatherschurch.org 

www.ourfatherschurch.org 
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PRELUDE 
“In the Bleak Midwinter “ 

 
OPENING DIALOGUE 

 

HYMN 
 

“Christ Be Our Light” ELW #715, vs 1-4 
 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 
 

1st Advent Candle: HOPE 
“Let us hold fast to the faith we profess without wavering, for 

he who  promised is faithful.” ~ Hebrews 10:23 
A: This candle represents the Light that is our hope, a light 
that overcomes the shadows of doubt, fear, and sorrow. 

 
Silence for meditation 

 
2nd Advent Candle: PEACE 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 

A: This candle represents that Light that is our peace, a light 
that doesn’t remove the darkness in our world and in our 
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For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, and 
for those who are in captivity, let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 

For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 

Other petitions may be offered at this time by those present.  
After each person’s prayer, the assembly will respond with:  

Lord, have mercy. 

Let us pray the pray Jesus, our Light, taught us. 
 
A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

HYMN 
 

“Christ Be Our Light” ELW #715, vs 5 
 

FINAL PRAYER AND BLESSING 

P: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not know-
ing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your 
love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A: Amen. 

P: Let us depart in peace, assured of the God’s promise that the 
Light does shine in the darkness, and no darkness can overcome 
it.   
A: Thanks be to God. 
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lives, but proclaims a sense of calm and assurance that can 
only come from Christ. 

 
Silence for mediation 

 
3rd Advent Candle: JOY 

“You have put more joy in my heart than they have when their 
grain and wine abound.” Psalm 4:7 

A: This candle is a sign of God’s joy—God delights in us.  Let us 
have joy in our hearts because God rejoices in our very 

existence and in our very being. 
 

Silence for mediation 
 

4th Advent Candle: LOVE 
“And now these three remain: faith, hope, love.  And the 

greatest of these is love.” 1 Cor. 13:13 
A: This candle is a sign of God’s love. It is more than just an 

answer.  It is the source of our very life.  We are loved and we 
are connected to each other by that love.  Nothing— not even 

total darkness—can separate us from such a love. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

REFLECTION                                                                     Pastor Aaron 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
 

[continued on next page] 
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ANNOINTING AND CANDLE LIGHTING 

Pastor Aaron will offer some opening remarks, and all are invited 

to come forward to receive gifts of anointing with oil, a blessing, 

and lighting a candle.  You may take part in any or all of these 

gifts as you feel comfortable.  At your seat, feel free to pray or 

meditate silently in the presence of light and music.  You may 

also sing along to the hymns as they are played—what ever 

brings you closer to God’s presence. 

HYMNS  

 “Love Has Come”   #292 

 “In the Bleak Midwinter”  #294 

 “Silent Night”    #281 

 

PRAYERS 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 

For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may 
share, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 

For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; 
for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protec-
tion in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 


