
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Seasonal Newsletter from 

Our Father’s Lutheran Church 

Community 
 

8.18 

Blood Drive 

8.30 

Twins Game 

Brunch on the Lake 

9.12 

Saturday Service Starts 

9.13 

Round-up (Rally) Sunday 

9.20 

Fall Sunday Schedule Begins  

10.29 

Mental Health First Aid Class 

 

 

 

Mark Your  

Calendar As I continue to follow God's lead in my own journey and by filling in during 

Pastor Jon's absence, I realize the importance of care and support from our 

family of faith. This journey is not easy. Our culture conditions us to look out 

for ourselves first, do what advances our own interests, and build up emotional 

walls to protect ourselves. But God is calling us to do something entirely 

different: To put God and others first, to follow Jesus, and make ourselves 

vulnerable by practicing forgiveness and acceptance without ceasing. Denying 

the cultural expectations and embracing God, requires a whole new way of 

living, thinking, and interacting in the world. I am grateful for your support 

over these past years as I continue to grow into this new identity, I can't help 

but reflect on how much love and support Pastor Jon and all spiritual leaders 

need from their church family. I invite you to stop by Pastor Jon's office where 

you'll find his letter of call--the commitments he and this congregation made to 

one another to mutually share support, prayer and love. Let us all affirm our 

promise to prayerfully support our Pastor, show love and esteem to him and his 

family as he returns and celebrates five years leading God's people. 

- Cathy Jones, Pastoral Intern 

 

Reflections on Love and Support 

 



  

  

In conjunction with going to two Worship services this fall, The 

Worship Volunteer Coordination Team is launching a new way to self-

signup via the internet for Worship opportunities on Sundays. Families 

will be assigned a team and your team will be sent an invitation with a 

link to the Sunday Worship Volunteer sign up screen. Select a day, time 

and position that works best for your family. You will be sent a 

reminder. If you don’t have an email, not to worry, we will call you and 

help you pick a time. You can sign up for: 

Volunteering for Worship Service 

Join us Wednesday 

evenings for Engage and 

Confirm.  

We start our evening with 

pizza followed by 

programing geared for 

5th through 10th graders.  

 

We end our evening with 

Worship.  

 

Sign up at our first 

gathering on  

September 16th. 

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER, 16 

ENGAGE AND CONFIRM 
. 

SEPTEMBER, 12 

Begins 5 p.m.  

Saturday Night Worship. 

 

SEPTEMBER, 20 

7:30 a.m. Coffee 

8 a.m. Worship 

9 a.m. Fellowship 

10 a.m. Worship 

10:10 a.m. Sunday school 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Will be held at 10:10 a.m. 

Children, ages pre-K to 4th 

grade, are welcome. Every 1st 

Sunday of the month, there will 

be a kid friendly service at 10 

a.m. with NO Sunday School. 

The Education and Worship Teams have been working hard to plan the fall 

schedule. Beginning September 20, we will transitioning to two Worship 

Services on Sunday morning. The first, a traditional service, will be at 8 a.m. 

The second at 10 a.m. will be contemporary in structure.    

 

The first Sunday of the month, the 10 a.m. service will be family friendly 

with NO Sunday school, children will stay in Worship with their parents. The 

children will be helping throughout that service. The remaining Sundays 

children ages 3 years - 4th grade will be dismissed after the Children's 

Sermon (around 10:10). The children's curriculum will follow the lesson that 

we use in Worship.  Families that are not attending Worship, but want their 

children to participate in Sunday school please drop your children off in the 

education wing at 10:10 a.m. and pick up at 11 a.m. (exception of the 1st 

Sunday of the month) 

 

Thank you to those who have already registered. As of August 1, we have 38 

children. If you would like to sign up, registration forms can be found in 

Fellowship Hall or on the OFLC website. We are on the look-out for 

teachers, substitutes and helpers. Lesson plans will be made in advance for 

you. Please contact Kelly Kinnan at (612)483-4379 if you are interested in 

volunteering or have questions.  
 

Sunday School Update 

Round-up Sunday 

Round-up Sunday, previously known as Rally Sunday, will be celebrated 

in conjunction with Serve Day on September 13th! The Fellowship Hall 

will be filled with great activities and information! This event will be held 

immediately after 9:30 a.m. Worship and a light lunch will be 

served. Invite your friends & family. Everyone is welcome. 

- Usher/Greeters 

- Reader 

- Comm. Prep/ Cleanup 

- Comm. Asst. 

FALL 

SCHEDULE 

 



National Youth 

Gathering 

Rise Up: break chains, bear 

burdens and build bridges 

was our theme for this year’s 

gathering as we took a dive 

into the Gospel of Mark. 

  

Our youth and adult leaders 

spent a week, July 15-19, 

serving, learning and 

celebrating what it means to 

be Jesus followers along 

with 30,000 other youth 

from across the country and 

beyond. We look forward to 

the next Gathering in 

Houston in 2018. 

 

Through the many music ministries at Our Father’s 

(Vocal choir(s), bell choir(s), music solos or ensembles, cantatas, etc.), we seek 

to do what Psalm 47:6 says 

“MAKE MUSIC TO PRAISE GOD. PLAY MUSIC FOR HIM! MAKE MUSIC TO 

PRAISE OUR KING!” 

If you feel God calling you to join in any of our music ministries, please 

contact Tammy Jarvi at (763)732-8920. Come, let us make music and praise 

Him together! 

Music Ministries 

Mark your calendars. 
Friday, August 14 

8 p.m. Outdoor Family Movie 

Featuring "Back to the Future" at OFLC. Bring your own blankets or lawn 

chairs. Popcorn and root beer floats will be provided! 

 

Tuesday, August 18 

12 p.m.-6 p.m. Blood Donation 

Please consider donating blood. Sign up at redcrossblood.org/give. 

Can’t donate blood, volunteer to help with the blood drive by calling Jeanne 

with the Red Cross at 651-280-5657. 

Community Outreach 

At this mid-point in the year, we pause to revisit the Reflection Survey 

distributed back in January. The questionnaire sought insight on two broad 

topics: your perspective on the current state of Our Father's, and in what ways 

this church community could help you grow in your relationship with God. 

During the first half of this year, we have worked together as a church family 

to address the concerns you lifted up about the health of our church. The main 

areas of concern were: 1.) Sunday School; 2.) Worship length & content; 3.) 

Leadership listening, taking action, communicating; 4.) A desire for adult 

education opportunities; 5.) Concerns about declining attendance & giving; 

and, 6.) Concerns about lack of volunteers & participation. 

 

We have engaged in community conversations about how these areas of 

concern could be addressed, vastly increased communication, and welcomed 

any and every one with a heart for the health of our church to roll up their 

sleeves and help make change happen! Much has been achieved so far--thanks 

be to God!--and the accomplishments are numerous. 

 

We are beginning to see and feel hearts lightening, and an eagerness to move 

forward into a period of vibrant, joyful worship and service together at Our 

Father's! We look forward to the next phase of this journey as we focus on the 

second half of the survey, which urges us to seek out ways to truly embrace 

God's love for us and live for Him. There's no telling what wonders God has 

in store for us next... 

How God is restoring energy and joy at Our Father's 

 

We are excited to 

announce new 

additions to our team: 
 

Stephanie Millen, Tiffiney 

Biorn, and Michelle Miller.  

 

Stephanie Millen has accepted 

the position of OFLC Office 

Administrative Assistant.  

 

Tiffiney Biorn will continue 

part-time as our 

Communication Specialist. 

 

Michelle Miller will be 

returning as our Nursery Child 

Care Provider. The nursery will 

be staffed Sunday Mornings 

from 8 a.m.-Noon. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/give


 

  

The Stewardship Ministry is pleased to share its yearlong plan. God is directing our path into a more 

comprehensive understanding of stewardship: the work of the church through faith and love. In 2016, we will be 

spending 2 months exploring the following areas of stewardship:  global, local, ecological, personal and family, 

gifts and financial. We pray that future programming and exploration of faith practices within these aspects of 

stewardship will help us grow closer in our relationship with Jesus Christ. We also look forward to new 

opportunities for members of our community to offer service within their particular areas of strength and passion.  

 

For the remainder of 2015, we will be offering financial stewardship programming. Stories will be shared from 

people in our community who have been able to bless others because of God's blessings. Dave Ramsey's Financial 

Peace University will be presenting their 8 week seminar about how to intentionally direct every dollar with which 

God has blessed us. We are exploring some shorter workshops that will be available during the weekends as 

well. God is truly at work in the Stewardship Ministry! We warmly invite everyone to come to a meeting. They 

are filled with devotion and prayer, God's work, and plenty of laughter. Come and be a part of God's plan for our 

community every other Monday at 7 p.m.   

Stewardship 

Love in the Glove Box is a campaign to help others in need. When you see 

someone in need on the street who is asking for help, you can provide it! Just 

reach into your vehicle glove box (or under your seat!) and hand them a bag 

filled with useful items. This small gesture will provide them will simple 

everyday items that they might need. We are collecting these items in the 

Worship Hall. We are looking for items to be donated so, as a group, these 

packages can be assembled. List provided to the right. Questions on how to 

help? Contact Becky Miller at (763)639-6061 

 Evangelism: Love in the Glove Box 
Tooth Brush 

Tooth Paste 

Socks 

Bus Fair 

Chap Stick 

Shampoo/Soap 

Gloves/Mittens 

Deodorant 

Floss 

Hat/Cap 

Comb/Brush 

Bottled Water 

Food (simple/package) 

Wet Wipes 

Feminine products 

Ziploc Gallon Bags 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 

Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 



 

Harvester of Hope arrives in Iringa! 

After more than a month of discussions with Cheetah Development in Tanzania, we have worked out a  

plan to get the combine in operation in time for the maize (corn) harvest that is starting RIGHT NOW…in  

Iringa, Tanzania.  Instead of Steve Strehlow going to Iringa to teach, train and start the operation, it has  

been decided that the local staff of Cheetah Development and Pearl Foods will use the manuals and CD’s that 

were sent with the combine to learn how to operate it “by the book”. Later this year Steve will go to  

help them work out any problems they have encountered in the first harvesting season and “fine tune”  

the machine. We will have the help of the local John Deere agency and their service facility, which is located 

just outside Iringa. Soon the combine will be moved to the first village. Where it will go to work threshing the 

harvest of fields of many farmers who are part of the Cheetah Development production and marketing plan. 

This will be lifting so many of them up and out of poverty. This will be an exciting time. For updates and 

photographs visit our blog at Ourfatherschurch.org. 

And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to 

share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to 

do likewise.” 

Luke 3:11 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A11&version=ESV


We meet on the 1st and 3rd Friday of every month (Sept–May) from 9:30–11:30 a.m. 

We welcome mothers of children from womb to kindergarten. New to MOPS? Your first meeting is Free! 

Are you a homeschooling Mom with children older than kindergarten? No worries! OFLC MOPS now offers a supervised 

area for older children. For more information about OFLC Mops email oflcmops@hotmail.com or visit ourfatherschurch.org. 

OFLC MOPPETS is looking for teachers! Contact Renee LaPlume (612) 616-2721 for more information. 

 

OFLC MOPS 

Thank you to those families who renewed or became new members of the OFLC Foundation. If you are 

interested in becoming a member, forms are available in the Fellowship Hall. Please return completed 

membership forms in the Foundation mailbox in the copy room or meet with one of our board members. 

Memberships are $20/family or $10/individual. You may give a sponsor membership/gift of any amount. 

When you become a member, renew or sponsor annually, a brick with your name will be added to the "Build 

the OFLC Foundation" wall. With donations we have been able to support groups here at OFLC and in the 

greater Rockford community such as Caritas Vocal Ensemble for the local food shelf and Lunch Box Fever. 

Your memberships and gifts "keep building" a strong community through the investments we make.  

 

We are currently accepting old phones, ink cartridges, old tablets, iPads, iPods, DVD players, and GPS as a 

fundraiser. Working with Eco-phones the Foundation receives a monetary amount if the device is working or 

not. A list of items that can be donated can be found at recyclingfundraiser.com/pricelist. 

 

OFLC Foundation 

Celebrate lavishly. Embrace Rest. Notice Goodness. 

Sometimes we need new eyes. A perspective shift that recalibrates our hearts to the rhythm of God’s 

goodness surrounding us. To tune our hearts to better hear the music of the divine echoing throughout 

this world. That we might let the goodness seep into our bones and into our hearts so we can remember 

what it feels like to flourish. 

 

You made me so happy, God  

I saw you work and I shouted for Joy. 

Psalm 92:4 

 

mailto:oflcmops@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

Quilts for Vinland: 

Making a difference one quilt at a time 

This summer we have launched our first online “Crowdfunding” campaign using GoFundMe. 

This has provided a support outside Our Father’s Lutheran Church. For raising funds for our 

Sewing Ministry, so they can be provided with two or three new quilting machines and fabric. 

These women create quilts that will be donated to Vinland Center in Loretto. 

If you haven’t had the chance to check this out, go to ourfatherschurch.org and click on the 

GoFundMe link on the homepage. At this point, $685 has been raised in a month towards the new 

sewing machines and fabric. Our GoFundMe campaign will be ending August, 19. Thank you to 

all those who have helped raise our amount. 

If you are interested in joining the Sewing ministry, please contact Gail Swanson at 

dgswan00@msn.com. The group meets twice a month starting in the fall.  

Vacation Bible School was a joint collaboration between Our Father's Lutheran Church 

and Riverwood Covenant Church. Over 70 children attended and over 30 volunteers 

helped to guide children into a deeper relationship with Jesus. The theme was “God's 

plan 4U is Jesus” and it used scientific models, experiments, music, Bible stories, and fun 

games to illuminate the good news of Jesus. The best part of this ministry was watching 

God's love deepen the relationships between the volunteers and children. Combining the 

strengths of two churches, created a foundation to all those who attended to see that in 

Christ's church, we all belong! A great big thanks to everyone who helped, in person or in 

prayer, make this a great experience for God’s children. 

Vacation Bible School, Summer 2015 

mailto:dgswan00@msn.com


 

 

Our Financial Journey Together in 

Support of God’s Work 
  Update from the July 19th Congregational 

Gathering  

 

God continues to abundantly bless OFLC by providing the financial underpinnings required to do the work He is 

calling us into. With that in mind, let’s look at four areas of our Church finances:  1) The Operating Fund 2) The 

current Summer Fundraiser 3) The Building/Mortgage Fund. Operating Fund.  As reported at the Annual 

Congregation meeting in January, the Operating Fund was in a deficit position of $12,957 at the end of 2014. When 

we spoke at our last Congregational gathering in April, we had started to take various corrective steps and the deficit 

was reduced to $5,327. 

As of the end of June, the Operating Fund is now in a surplus position of $12,157.  Overall, this represents a positive 

swing of $25,000 in the Operating Fund during the past 6 months. This is indeed a Congregational God Sighting! 

Summer Fundraiser. One of the main reasons for this improved financial position is the Summer Fundraiser that 

was kicked off in May in support of the Operating Fund.  The goal of this fundraiser is to generate $30,000.  As of 

this writing, $22,400 has been donated which represents 75% of the stated goal.   A huge thank you to everyone who 

has made direct contributions or participated in various fundraising activities as part of the overall effort. 

 

The fundraiser will be in effect through the end of the summer, for those who are so moved, there is still an 

opportunity to donate.  If you’re looking for a fun and unique way to contribute, please visit the “Mountain” on the 

Fellowship Hall wall.   There are individual rocks of various dollar denominations that make up this special 

mountain.  You can remove a rock and use the specially marked envelopes to submit a donation.  However, the 

terrific part of this process is with each rock that is removed, you’ll see pictures of our faith community in action 

across various ministries and programs.   It’s this type of participation and connection that is the real story behind 

what our finances support.   

Building Fund.  To complete the overall financial picture, the Building/Mortgage fund continues to be in good 

shape.  The fund has a reserve balance of $15,736 which represents approximately 5 months’ worth of mortgage 

payments.  

 

In summary, we are making positive strides with our Church finances. If we continue to operate from a platform of 

faith in Christ, practice sound financial stewardship and always keep in mind that what we have is not ours but Gods, 

we will remain on strong financial footing. 

 

 

 

WITH THESE NEW 

FINANCIAL APPROACHES, 

WE ARE LEARNING TO 

EXPLORE NEW 

FUNDRAISING 

TECHNOLOGIES. 

USING THESE POTENTIAL 

SOURCES, WILL PROVIDE 

INCOME BEYOND THE 

FOUR WALLS OF OUR 

CHURCH. 

RECENTLY, LUNCH BOX FEVER 

SUBMITTED A GRANT TO THE ELCA 

MINNEAPOLIS SYNOD IN SUPPORT 

FOR THEIR PROGRAM.  

IF APPROVED, WE LEARN ABOUT 

THE SUPPORT THIS FALL. 

WE HAVE ALSO 

LAUNCHED OUR FIRST 

ONLINE 

“CROWDFUNDING” 

CAMPAIGN USING 

GOFUNDME.COM. IN 

SUPPORT OF QUILTS FOR 

VINLAND 
 

 (SEE QUILTS FOR VINLAND 

ARTICLE TO READ MORE) 

At a Glance… 


