
Gather and   Serve                                                         
Living Christ’s Love, we invite all to worship, learn, disciple and serve 

 NEWSLETTER OF OUR FATHER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  AUGUST 6, 2018 – VOLUME 8:1:2018                                                

3903 GILBERT AVENUE SE,  ROCKFORD, MN   55373 

Sunday, August 12th, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost                     
Alleluia. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this 
bread will live forever. Alleluia. (John 6:51)  

 
Sunday, August 19th, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Alleluia. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I abide in 
them. Alleluia. (John 6:56)                        

OFLC Contacts: 

Norie Siers, Pastoral Assistant 

ncsiers@gmail.com 

Glenda Banken, OFLC Administrator                                                        

glenda@ourfatherschurch.org  

Jeff Miller, Administrative Assistant                                                                 

jeffmiller.oflc@gmail.com 

Tammy Jarvi,                                                                       
Music Director/Bell Choir Director 

Amber Stefan, Choir Director 
David Petersen, Custodian 

(763) 477-6300  

Office hours 9am-1pm Tues and Thurs 

  Submit your Gather and Serve articles, 
pictures and announcements by Monday  

afternoon each week:                                                                                      
communication@ourfatherschurch.org 



Two Weeks at OFLC 

 Thursday, August 9                                                   
9:00am A Joyful Noise Music Camp                                            
11:30am Widows and Widowers 

 Friday, August 10                                                    
6:30pm Twin Hearts Meditation                                                           
4pm Riverdays Booth         

 Saturday, August 11                                                    
10:00am  Riverdays Booth                                                                                                   

 Sunday, July 12                                                                         
9:00am Worship: “Sharing Talents Shares God’s Grace” 
10:00am Riverdays Booth 

 Tuesday, August 14                                                  
9:00am Centering prayer                                                             
10:00am Bible Study                                                                          
11:00am Nourishing HOPE set-up                                                   
3:30pm NourishingHOPE distribution                                   

 Wednesday, August 15                                            
12:00pm NourishingHOPE Community Meal                                  
7:00pm Worship                                                       

 Thursday, August 16                                             
10:00am Riverworks  Thrift Store Helpers                     

 Friday, August 17                                                       
6:30pm Twin Hearts Meditation   

 Saturday, August 18                                                                                    
7:30am Men’s Meeting                            

 Sunday, August 19                                                   
9:00am Worship : “Greed: What are we storing up?”  

 Tuesday, August 21                                                  
9:00am Centering prayer                                                                 
10:00am Bible Study                                                                               

 Wednesday, August 22                                           
12:30pm Red Corss Blood Drive                                                     
7:00pm Worship                                                        

 Friday, August 24                                                     
6:30pm Twin Hearts Meditation    

 Sunday, August 26                                                    
9:00am Worship : “God in Charge”  

                                                   

      For complete calendar                                                                        
                visit  ourfatherschurch.org 

     Community and Upcoming Events 

 A Joyful Noise Music Camp, August 2 and 9, 9am-noon, OFLC 

 Nourishing HOPE, food drop, OFLC, Tuesday, August 14th,                       

11am-1pm, 3:30-7pm 

 Nourishing HOPE Community Meal, Wednesday, August 15th,                     

12 noon, OFLC 

 Rockford Riverdays, August 10-12, volunteers needed 

 Love Out Loud Music Festival, Christ Lutheran Church, Maple Plain, 

Sunday, August 19, 3-6pm 

 ELCA God’s Work, Our Hands, Sunday September 9th 

 Nourishing HOPE, food drop, OFLC, Tuesday, September 11th,                       

11am-1pm, 3:30-7pm 

 Nourishing HOPE Community Meal, Wednesday, September 12th,                     

12 noon, OFLC 

 OFLC Harvest Festival, Sunday, September 30th 

Announcements, Updates and all things relevant 

Engage and Confirm Looks to Fall Series                                                 
Would you have an interest in helping young people participating in our En-
gage and Confirm program learn more about what it means to be a Christian 
in today's world?  If so, please feel free to join us to share your thoughts and 
ideas.  Planning sessions have begun for next fall's Engage and Confirm pro-
gram serving our middle and high school youth.  We are also looking for help 
for the 2018-2019 school year to fill the following roles: mentors for small 
group time; hospitality help with Wednesday night dinners; and worship set-
up.  Please call or text Pam Hoekstra at 612-418-9387 for more information.  

A Joyful Noise: FREE Music Camp Days at OFLC 

Join us for hands-on, active fun with music, activities, games, and explor-
ing how song is a gift from God! Two camp days will be offered: August 2 
& 9, 9 a.m.-noon. Camp days are geared toward children pre-K-3rd 
grade, and different activities will be offered at each camp, so join us for 
both! These events are free, but free will offerings will be gratefully ac-
cepted. To RSVP, please email ablakefield@yahoo.com with the number 
of children attending and their ages. We will respond to your email with 
a registration form to complete and bring to camp. See you there!   

Our Love INC Heartland Bedding Ministry is in need of 
Bathroom washcloths and hand towels.  Please neutral                          
colors, no white, gently used and washed, or new.  
Thank you for all the helpful and loving donations of bedding 
and linens you continue to shower on our neighbors! 

mailto:ablakefield@yahoo.com


Meditations of the Heart 

News for the Pew 
                              
Sunday, August 12th,  
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Generosity with Talents                                                                     
1 Peter 4: 7-11 “Sharing Talents Shares God’s Grace” 
 
Sunday, August 19th,                                  
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Generosity with Money                                                                      
Luke 12: 13-21 “Greed: What are we storing up?” 

Do you have prayer concerns? Would a palm cross or prayer shawl comfort you or a family member? The OFLC 
prayer chain will confidentially lift up prayers on your behalf or that of a friend or loved one. Know that your 
OFLC family surrounds you in your time of need.                                    Contact Norie: ncsiers@gmail.com 

Times of transition are hard.  Change and loss land us in a place that is  
unfamiliar. Whether it is the loss of job, a move, the loss of a loved one  
or friend, or even the departure of a pastor, change asks the most of our  
patience and trust that whatever new space we enter will once again be-
come safe and secure. 
  
Peter reminds us to love one another deeply. He reminds us to use our 
spiritual gifts to attend to one another and build up the body of Christ. 
When we use our gifts in service and love we are ministering the very 
grace of God to one another. It is in these spirit filled relationships that 
we find safety and calm in the midst of the unknown. 
 
As we journey these next weeks listening for God’s new direction for our church family, let us love 
each other deeply, being patient and trusting that He knows the plans He has for us. It is our lov-
ing relationships with each other and with our God that provide us with that steadfast safety and 
security we seek. Let us each use our unique gifts to be the vehicles of His profound and immense 
grace in supporting and caring for one another. 

NourishingHOPE seeks your used but still competent plastic and paper grocery 
bags. Drop them at the mini food shelf in the entry of the church. Thank you! 



August 6, 2018 Pastor Jon’s sending was one of bitter-
sweet anticipation. We are extremely grateful to every-
one that came and helped our community send Pastor 
Jon, Missy, Sam and Pete to their calling in God’s great-
er community. Thank you. Pastor Jon will be installed at 
Christiana Lutheran in Lakeville on August 19th .  

As we met with Rev. Pederson from the Minneapolis 
Area Synod he continued to assure us that Our Father’s 
community is well equipped to handle this transition. 
Together we have been blessed with community faith 
connections and skilled lay leaders that are willing to 
serve God’s Church at Our Father’s. This helps in provid-

ing the stability that we need to continue our ministry both at OFLC and in the larger Rockford Community. The 
synod describes this transition process in multiple steps:  

 Saying goodbye   
 The in-between time  
 Calling a new Pastor  
 
Currently, we are focused on the in-between time. This time is marked by the arrival of an interim pastor. Our 
congregational leadership and the interim pastor use this time to discover and reaffirm the congregation's 
strength in ministry and its sense of identity. Often a future mission and vision plan will be outlined. Grounded in 
prayer and the scriptures, members and staff may use this window of opportunity to discern God's call for the fu-
ture. We have done this work at OFLC over the past few years, making us ahead of the game and in the perfect 
spot to reflect and re-affirm God’s call for our community.  

The synod directs us in interviewing and choosing an interim pastor that will align with OFLC. This typically starts 
with the synod identifying two or three pastors that specialize in interim work. These pastors may be local, do not 
currently have or are ending a call and have specific skills for supporting congregations through transitions. Once 
we have identified the interim pastor that will be the best fit, have agreed upon expectations, salary and benefits 
church council will notify the synod. The synod reviews and confirms the congregation’s choice and installation 
planning takes place for the interim to begin working in our community. We currently have been provided one 
pastor for consideration and are exploring their fit with our congregation, we are praying that additional interim 
pastors are identified so that we may discern the best candidate for our congregation.  

We love hearing your questions, concerns and ideas for the work that Christ is doing in our community during this 
time of transition. If you do not currently receive (or maybe read) Gather & Serve we highly encourage you to up-
date your email address with the church office, as that is secondary mode of communication to the congregation 
outside of worship and council updates. Council is planning another Council Update meeting, on Sunday Septem-
ber 9th after Worship. Our last few meetings have been well attended and we love sharing the work of our con-
gregation with everyone over coffee and breakfast! Please consider joining us Sunday morning to hear the latest 
in this time of transition.  

OFLC Leadership Team  

Anthony Wold, Sarah Jones, Rachel Baccam, Erik Dahl, Julie Vergin, Paul Bolstad, Rick Fuglie, Amy Blake-Field (Ad Hoc)  

Follow along in Gather and Serve and on our website: http://www.ourfatherschurch.org/ for 
updates and progress as we enter this period of transition. 



 
Most people who work for a church do so out of a sense of calling. They want to serve Jesus, be in relationship with 
fellow believers, and partner with the community to share our mission. We as community recognize there are needs in 
our ministry that require more time or special gifts to accomplish our ministries plans. Fortunately, we have had the 
benefit of having members who have been called to do His work here at OFLC to ensure those needs of our ministry are 
met.  
 
It is with a sense of loss and gratitude that we announce several staff transitions. While we are saddened when those 
we love move on, we also celebrate with them the promise of what is to come. In July, we wished Pastor Jon Rhodes 
farewell and on August 19th he will be installed as the new Pastor at Christiana Lutheran Church in Lakeville. As often 
happens, change prompts more change. In the last few weeks we have received notice that other members of our min-
istry support team, Partners in Ministry, have decided to pursue other interests and listen to God's call in new endeav-
ors. We wish them the very best and thank them for their hard work. 
  
Stephanie Luckett, Administrative Assistant, has decided to explore returning to school in the near future. Her last day 
was August 2nd. Stephanie was responsible for the church calendar, assisting with communications, printing large pro-
jects, in-coming calls and emails, daily mail, ordering supplies, greeting visitors during office hours, and general office 
needs as opportunities were presented. Stephanie's role was ever changing and we appreciate her flexibility. 
 
Nancy Varner, Administrative Assistant - Special Projects and General Office, has been a  valuable volunteer and occa-
sional staff member in the OFLC office for years. Most recently, Nancy joined the office team as a staff member to assist 
with the transition from the out-dated Church Management  People software, where church contributions and member 
details are recorded, to the new Breeze People Management Software. Working along side Glenda Banken, Administra-
tor, and Jeff Miller, Administrative Assistant - IT, the transition is nearly complete. Nancy is looking forward to new op-
portunities with community organizations and her last day will be August 17th.  
 
Glenda Banken, OFLC Administrator, has managed daily operations at OFLC since 2014. Glenda's responsibilities include 
book keeping activities (accounts payable, vendor contact, contracts, payroll, financial management and reporting), 
Human Resource Management (benefits administrator, ensuring labor law compliance, record keeping, training, com-
pensation reviews, and relational assistance for staff members), and building oversight (coordinator for church facility 
and property operations in support of church ministry programs and activities). In addition, Glenda led projects to help 
move OFLC into the future with project management to a new accounting system, people management system, and 
new contracts with vendors that allow for more of our ministry dollars to be used doing His work. Glenda looks forward 
to exploring where God is calling her next. Her last day as Administrator is August 19th.  
 
While change can be challenging, it is an opportunity for all involved to celebrate the work that has been done and to 
look optimistically to the future. Transition planning is underway and the Council will be providing updates when infor-
mation is available regarding the Pastoral call process as well as staffing updates.  
 
Stephanie, Nancy, and Glenda would like to extend their gratitude to the community for allowing them to serve Christ, 
grow in relationship, and partner over the years. 
 
Today, we as a community, thank Stephanie, Nancy and Glenda for years of dedicated service to our Lord at Our Fa-
ther's Lutheran Church. May the love and grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you. To God be the glory always and 
in all things. 

Follow along in Gather and Serve and on our website: http://www.ourfatherschurch.org/ for 
updates and progress as we enter this period of transition. 

Staffing Changes at Our Father’s Lutheran Church 



A Joyful Noise Music Camp 
More than a dozen young ones had a great time at the first day of music camp.  Another session of 
hands-on, active fun with music, activities, games will be this Thursday, August 9th from 9am-noon. 
Plenty of room to join us and explore how song is a gift from God!  



Upcoming Events 

Nourishing Hope 

NOON, 12pm 

Wednesday, August 15  
At Our Father’s Lutheran Church 
3903 Gilbert Ave. S.E. 
Rockford, MN                                                                                                  
 

All are welcome! Invite a friend! 

Thousand Hearts 365 is a ‘spin off’ of the annual Thousand Hearts 
Crow River Serve Day and exists to provide volunteers who address 
community needs throughout the year. This coming 2018-19 year, 
many opportunities exist! Please consider one or more of these 
choices: • Do you like to garden? Join a group of dedicated volun-
teers who help maintain the beautiful grounds at the Ames-Florida 
Stork House in Rockford throughout the growing season. This pro-
ject is family friendly and can fit your own schedule; partnering 
with friends is fun too! Choosing a specific area to own and main-
tain is a great way to help. Contact annettetryon@gmail.com • 
Elmwood Cemetery in Rockford is a Signature Project for Thousand 
Hearts Crow River Serve Day each year. Last Spring, over fifty vol-
unteers worked to uncover sunken grave markers and perform 
general grounds clean up. This Fall, we would like to repeat this 
and make even more of a difference. The date will be announced 
soon. Family friendly! If you are interested, please follow us on 
Facebook at Thousand Hearts Crow River Serve Day for announce-
ments or contact annettetryon@gmail.com • Join a group of Thou-
sand Hearts 365 Volunteers as they return to Rockford Elementary 
Arts Magnet School (REAMS) to volunteer as ‘Reading Buddies’ in 
kindergarten, first and third grades. We will be expanding to other 
grades and subjects as we grow. You will be working with kids who 
benefit greatly from one-to-one attention. The program will begin 
the first week of October. This is a once weekly commitment; how-
ever we are recruiting subs/floaters to help accommodate all 
schedules. Some quotes from volunteers: “I am so thankful I got a 
chance to volunteer with kids”. “This is one of my all-time favorite 
volunteer opportunities”! Please contact annettetryon@gmail.com 
and follow Thousand Hearts Crow River Serve Day Facebook page 
for further information.  

Red Cross Blood Drive at OFLC 
Wednesday, August 22 

12:30pm-6:30pm 
Sign up online or in person! 


