
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Seasonal Newsletter from Our Father’s Lutheran Church 

Pastoral Renewal 

Sabbatical is deeply connected to the faith practice of Sabbath. In the Genesis story of creation, God creates for six days and 
then rests. During sabbatical, the Pastor gets an opportunity to pause, to reflect, to rest and to reconnect with family. In 

sabbatical, one looks to be restored and recharged. 
 

The Alban Institute suggests: "A sabbatical is a time for rest, renewal and new hope…It is a time to lie fallow, a time to receive 
rather than give, to get input rather than give output, to carefully nurture and cultivate our lives. A sabbatical is about a 

pilgrimage with Jesus toward God." 
 

The synod recommends a sabbatical of two to three months every five years of a ministry leader’s tenure. Sabbatical is a 
deeply spiritual practice which strengthens and deepens the Pastor's ability to serve the church. Sabbatical is an opportunity 

for growth. 
 

Interestingly, a sabbatical also benefits the community of faith. The people of the church also get a time to pause and be 
restored. More importantly, there is an opportunity for the equipped people of God to grow by trying new things: leading 
worship, teaching, learning, wondering, praying and serving. Sabbatical is an opportunity to enter into deeper relationship 

with God and our church. 

Community 
 

Cathy's Reflections on CPE 

Over the last several months, Pastor Cathy Jones, our Pastoral Intern, has participated in Clinical Pastoral 
Education (CPE). As Cathy reflects, “It has been amazingly hard and important work. My time at Abbott 

Northwestern Hospital and Good Samaritan Specialty Care Center has helped me learn more about providing care 
to people in crisis. This is important, and just as important, I discovered with my intern group new understandings 

of pastoral identity and authority, vulnerability, self-care, communications, listening, end-of-life planning and 
learning more about other faith traditions. Thank you to everyone at Our Fathers for their support during this 

time. I am truly blessed.” 
 

Join us on Sunday, June 14 after worship as Cathy shares stories about her journey through seminary, and 
learn about our plans for pastoral care and leadership during Pastor Jon's sabbatical. 

Pastor Jon will be on Sabbatical June 22 - August 16 

So we, though many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually members one of another. 
 Romans 12:5 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A5&version=ESV


 

 

  

As Pastor Jon prepares to begin his sabbatical on June 22, we have been busy making 
arrangements to ensure pastoral leadership and care needs will be met during his 
absence. We've also been busy dreaming up some fun and faithful ways to be a church 
family together! Here's what you can expect in the coming weeks at OFLC: 
  

 Pastor Cathy Jones (Pastoral Intern) will oversee worship services; attend to 
home and hospital visits; provide pastoral support and guidance to lay 
leaders as they continue planning for the future; and provide counseling and 
guidance in our community as opportunities arise. We have a list of local 
ordained pastors whom we can call upon to support Cathy if needed. 

 Lay leaders are stepping forward to deliver sermons! Sabbatical presents an 
awesome opportunity for us to welcome others into church leadership, and 
share their perspectives and personal reflections about scripture. This 
summer, you'll hear messages from Sherry Meola, Tammy Jarvi, Norie Siers, 
Dan Reed, Marilyn Nelson, Amy Field, Jeff Miller and others. Feeling inspired 
to share your faith story or deliver a sermon or children's message this 
summer? Contact Cathy and she will help guide you through the creation of 
your message. 

 Because an ordained pastor must preside over communion, you can expect 
to receive the Meal a bit less this summer. Pastor Jon is in the process of 
recruiting guest pastors who will visit us on Sundays and Wednesdays to 
administer communion. Once the schedule is complete, we will 
communicate those dates and the names of our guests so we can all give 
them a warm welcome. 
 

We are also busy dreaming about new service projects; an outdoor service or two; and 
even a summer concert! Lots of fun and exciting new ways to serve God are in the 
works. If you have ideas or requests for fun ways to shake things up this summer, 
please share them with any member of your leadership team. We would love to see 
your ideas come to life! 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on 

your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and 
He will make straight your paths. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

Our Summer Sabbatical 

Together 

After nearly 9 years of service, 
Diane Dorrel has offered her 

resignation as our Administrative 
Assistant at OFLC. Diane has 

been an integral part of the OFLC 
Ministry Team and she will be 

missed. 
Diane has accepted a full-time 

position working with Skybridge 
Marketing Group in their 

Customer Service Department. 
Her first day at Skybridge was 
Monday June, 8. Diane will be 

staying on at OFLC a few 
evenings a week through the 
end of June to help with the 

transition and her last day in the 
office at OFLC will be Sunday, 

June 28. 
Thank you, Diane, for your years 
of service and we look forward 
to continuing worshiping with 

you. 
 

Diane accepts 
new role at 

Skybridge 

Summer Worship Hours 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday at 7 p.m. 



  

When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to 

them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 

these."   Mark 10:14 
 

 

This year, we have taken your comments from the Reflection 
Survey, input from congregational education meetings and 
discussions with various individuals and committees to  
re-imagine Sunday mornings: 
 

 After Labor Day, we will be moving to two worship 
services on Sunday Mornings: 8 a.m. & 10 a.m. 

 The 8 a.m. service will be traditional, and the 10 a.m. 
service will be contemporary, both in music and content. 

 Sunday school will be offered during the 10 a.m. service 
for kids preschool-4th grade. Children will be divided into 
classrooms by age, and the curriculum will mirror 
worship lessons. Children may either start worship with 
their families and be dismissed to Sunday School after 
the children’s sermon, or they can be dropped off in the 
Education Wing at 10:10 a.m. They will be ready for pick-
up when worship ends at 11 a.m. 

 On the first Sunday of each month, 10 a.m. worship will 
be a very family-friendly service, and children will stay in 
worship with their families. They will perform songs they 
have been practicing in Sunday school, help with various 
activities during the service and participate in worship. 

 
If you’d like to consider being a Sunday School teacher or 
helping out with children’s music, please contact 
Kelly Kinnan at (612) 483-4379. 

FALL WORSHIP & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL PREVIEW 

Upcoming National Youth 

Gathering 
This year’s ELCA Youth Gathering will be held in 
Detroit, Michigan July 15-19. Every three years, 
ELCA hosts a gathering for youth across the 
country who are high school-aged. This gathering 
is about faith formation, worship, study, 
fellowship, service and play. It is an opportunity 
for youth to engage with peers who share a 
common commitment and faith in Christ. This 
year’s theme is “Rise Up Together”. 
At OFLC, we are excited to have the following 
attending: Chaperons Jolene Botten and Cathy 
Jones and youth, Lucas Botten, Joe Seymour, 
Anna Stecker, Nicole Steenstra, Sam Vraspir, Kiah 
Mathiason and Maddy Hudlow. 

 

Get ready for Vacation Bible School! SonSpark Labs 
creates a fun and engaging discovery lab where 
children will have a great time singing fun songs, 
watching skits, creating crafts, enjoying delicious 
snacks and playing games. But most important, 
they'll discover that God's plan for everyone is 
Jesus! We hope you will all join us at SonSpark Labs 
July 27-31 from 9-11:45 a.m. Registration Forms 
are available in the black rack in the main hallway 
or visit ourfatherschurch.org/vbs.html. Questions? 
Contact Sarah, (651) 503-9706 

 

 

Sparking Imagination: 
Vacation Bible School July 27-31 

mailto:kellykinnan@gmail.com
file:///G:/ourfatherschurch.org/vbs.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Harvester Homecoming 

The Harvester of Hope has arrived in Tanzania! The 
container was released from the port on Friday, June 5. 
On Saturday, June 6, photos were received  by 
Cheetah Development in Iringa showing the container--with 
our combine in it--on a truck. The truck was delivered to a 
local John Deere service facility where the combine will be 
stored until Steve Strehlow can travel there later in June to 
put it all together again. 

 

We are now in the process of handing over this whole 
project to Cheetah Development, and they will use the 
combine in their innovative production and marketing 
system that is now in its fifth year with farmer cooperatives 
who are lifting many people out of poverty. The combine, 
which is an efficient mobile thresher/sheller, will be moved 
from village to village, serving the farmer cooperatives.  
 

Our hope is that our combine will serve as a bridge in each 
of these small cooperatives, helping them to grow until 
they can afford to buy their own equipment to shell, store 
and ship their maize harvest.  
 
Please lift up prayers of thanksgiving for the safe 
homecoming of our Harvester of Hope, and pray for 
continued success as the combine embarks on the final leg 
of its journey to be a blessing in Tanzania.  

Then he said to his disciples, The harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few. 

Matthew 9:37 

 

The Harvester of Hope arrived in Iringa on June 8! 
For updates, visit ourfatherschurch.org/blog 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A37&version=ESV


Women Making a 
Difference 

The Women’s Retreat was held in March at Camp Koronis 
in Paynesville. Thirteen women spent the evening in 

fellowship together and eight more women arrived on 
Saturday morning where the entire group enjoyed a fun-

filled retreat led by Sarah Dahl. 
The annual Rummage Sale was a success thanks to  

coordination from Sheila Engebretson and Joan Johnson, 
and donations of items and time from countless others. 

The women raised $695 at this year's sale.  
Women's Ministry recently contributed $2,500 to the 

Operating Fund Summer Fundraiser. 
Coming up on August 30 is the Twins game vs. the 

Houston Astros at 1:10 p.m. Tickets are $15/per person, 
and transportation will be provided. The sign-up sheet 

can be found in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

 

AVT at OFLC 
In April, a new Audio, Visual, & Technology (AVT) group 

was formed at OFLC. This group will provide support, 

guidance and vision on the current and future selection 

and use of technical solutions and providers at Our 

Father’s Lutheran Church. The AVT group will work with 

networks and security, internet and phone services, 

hardware and equipment, as well as assist with the 

selection of new software purchases and existing 

system upgrades. 

Current projects include evaluation of the current 

networks and security of OFLC as well as reviewing a 

necessary upgrade to our financial systems. If you would 

like more information, have a project idea or would like 

to volunteer, please contact the church office or email 

the AVT group directly at 

techonology@ourfatherschurch.org. 

 

OFLC Foundation’s annual membership drive has wrapped up. Thank you to the individuals and families who 

renewed their memberships, and a special welcome to our new members! Although our annual drive has 

concluded, we warmly welcome memberships throughout the year. If you would like to contribute, fill out the 

form on the wall located in the narthex and turn it in to our mailbox in the copy room.  Memberships are 

$20/family and $10/individual.  You may give a sponsor membership or gift in any amount of your choosing.  

All gifts are welcome! 

OFLC Foundation Drive 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 

1 Peter 4:10 

 

Make a difference! Learn how at 
ourfatherschurch.org/serve.html 

mailto:techonology@ourfatherschurch.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A10&version=ESV


Summer of Service: Love in the Glove Box  
A summer service project is taking shape thanks to the imagination of our Evangelism Ministry. "Love in the Glove 
Box" is an outreach endeavor that provides a Ziploc bag of personal necessities such as a toothbrush, toothpaste, 
soap, small food items, clean socks, etc. The bag of goodies can then be stored in the glove box of your car and 
extended to homeless or needy individuals you encounter in everyday life. Plans are underway to rally our church 
community to collect a list of personal items and package them into bags for distribution. We will also be including a 
prayer or thoughtful, uplifting verse of scripture in the bag to share the love of Christ with each bag's recipient. 
Please watch for more information about this summer service project in the coming weeks. There will be ways for 
you to help by donating items, compiling the bags, or by putting a bag or two in your car for distribution when God 
gives you the opportunity. 

River Days Parade 
Interested in participating in the OFLC float in the Rockford River Days parade? Evangelism can secure a trailer and 
supplies, but we would sure welcome families who would be willing to help decorate it and ride on the float the day 
of the parade (August 9). Do you have ideas for opportunities to spread God’s word? Talk to Becky Miller or Dawn 
Rund. You are welcome to join our committee and serve our Lord with us! 

 

WELCOME TIFFINEY BIORN 

EVANGELISM IN ACTION 

Tiffiney Biorn is happy to be joining us this summer as our 
communication intern. Tiffiney feels blessed to receive such a 

great opportunity and looks forward to learning as much as 
she can. Tiffiney is a junior at Augsburg College majoring in 

communications, and minoring in Psychology, Sociology and 
Studio Arts. She plans to graduate in Fall 2016. She enjoys 

photography, gardening and traveling. 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future 

and hope. 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

To learn more about upcoming events, visit 
ourfatherschurch.org/calendar.html 



  

Current Financial Condition 
Let’s begin our review by looking at 
the three legs that make up OFLC’s 
finances:  1) The Operating Fund, 2) 
The Building Fund, 3) Dedicated 
Funds. 
  
The Operating Fund is utilized to 
pay the day-to-day expenses of the 
Church.  At the start of 2013, the 
Operating Fund was in a $19,700 
surplus.  Since that time, this 
surplus has slowly turned into a 
deficit as monthly expenditures 
exceeded monthly donation 
income.  As of the end of April, the 
Operating fund was in a $5,855 
deficit.  Non-Restricted Dedicated 
Funds have been used to finance 
the Operating Fund deficit. 
  
Given the deficit position of the 
Operating Fund, combined with 
reduced giving that historically 
occurs over the Summer months, 
this was a clear call to action for us 
as a community of faith.  As a 
result, a formal fundraiser in 
support of the Operating Fund was 
approved by church leadership and 

officially communicated to the 
Congregation on May 10. The goal 
of this fundraiser is to generate 
$30,000 to eliminate the existing 
Operation Fund deficit, and build a 
surplus by the end of this Summer.  
  
As of this writing, $20,500 in one-
time donations and increased 
ongoing weekly giving pledges have 
been received. The net result of 
these actions is that, at the end of 
May, the Operating Fund is now in a 
surplus of $18,064. We are off to a 
great start! 
  
The Building Fund is in a $15,802 
surplus. This represents a cushion of 
approximately five months’ worth of 
mortgage payments. 
  
The Dedicated Fund balances are as 
follows:  

 Non-Restricted: $2,793   
Potential flex to cover Operating 
Fund needs 

 Loosely Restricted: $7,172 
 With Committee and Council 
approval, these funds could be 
reallocated to the Operating 
Fund 

 

 Restricted: $16,445 
This money must be used for the 
intended purpose as stated by 
the original donor 

 

Summary 
This is indeed an interesting time in 
the financial life of OFLC.  While we 
do have challenges in front of us, 
this is also an exciting opportunity 
to consider how we desire to move 
forward as a Church.  Rather than 
choosing to view this moment from 
the lens of financial scarcity, could 
we dare to imagine a scenario of 
abundance emanating from God as 
his plans are being fulfilled by this 
community in Christ?  If we 
consider that what we have is not 
ours, it is God’s, this could 
strengthen our resolve to continue 
meeting current financial needs 
and dream of how to accelerate the 
growth in the work God is calling us 
into.  

Our Financial Journey Together in Support of God’s Work 

 

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

We are 2/3 of the way to our summer fundraising goal!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A7&version=ESV


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Spring brings new life, so does a little decorating and 
some fresh paint! We are taking note of your comments 
and suggestions about the health of our church building. 
We have been--and continue to--explore “quick wins” to 
help make our church more inviting and welcoming; not 
only for our congregation, but as well as visitors and 
community members who use our facility. 
In order to continue to be good stewards of what we 
currently have, we are looking at low cost improvements 
(paint, décor, etc.) that provide a big impact! In most 
cases, all the money or items have been donated. One 
great example of this visual impact and sign of hospitality 
is our new welcome table. All the goods, labor, and time 
were donated. It gave life to the individuals who made it 
happen, provided a beautiful facelift to the entryway by 
making it more intimate and inviting, and it is a great 
source for starting conversations about Our Father’s and 
the life and energy our church family emits. 
Some of you may have noticed that the cross tower has 
been removed (pictured right) due structural and pest 
problems. Future ideas that have been expressed have 
been to repurpose the donated and memorialized items 
that were on the tower by creating a memorial garden or 

Building Review 

 
Six volunteers from Our Father’s participated in the ValleyFair fundraiser on May 25. 

We raised $450 for our church, and had a great time staffing game booths!   

 

seating patio in place of the cross tower. Giving a 
facelift to the fellowship area by painting with 
warmer tones and colors, and creating a prayer 
space are other ideas being considered. 


